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NEWARK - The mood in the
Devils’ locker room and on the ice
for their practice Tuesday was def-
initely lifted, spirited, optimistic.

That's what one complete effort
that resulted in a win can do for a
team that hasn't had enough of
them this season. There also was a
resolve, however, not to be satis-
fied with doing # just once.

The Devils need all they did
right In Monday's 3-1 win over
Pittsburgh to carry over to
tonight's game in Detroit, Gther-
wise, they'll be right back where
they were before they beat the
Penguins, which was in the middle
of a season headed nowhere,

“Ithink I mentioned that,” gen-
eral manager and interim head
coach Lou Lamoriello said. “You
have fo dwell on the things that
vou did well, certainly, and then
just sustain that and look at the
things that possibly didn’t go right
and you maybe got away with.”

The Devils (13-18-7) will be
looking to win consecutive games
for the first time since Nov. 11

k2

against Minnesota, 3-1, and Nov,
14 at Washington, 1:0. They are
Just 5-11-5 since then, which leaves
them nine poinis cut of a playoff
spot and likely headed for their
third consecutive season of failing
ta qualify for the postseason.

Undess they finally string togeth-
er some consistent efforts, and
most importantly, some wins.

“We have to,” defenseman
Andy Greene said. “If was one
game. Unless we follow that ap
with a good string of games here,
what does that matter? We've just
got to make sure we come out
with the same type of effort and oy
to play the game we did [Mon-
day}"!

Center Scott Gomez, one of
two current Devils (along with Pa-
trik Elias, who is out with the
mumps} who were part of the
team’s Stanley Cup days, remem-
ber those clubs® veterans saying,
“Feel good, it’s a win, but it’s right
back to business.”

Tuesday's business was an in-
tense practice in which co-coach-
es Scolt Stevens, the captain of
those Devils’ Stanley Cup teams,
and Adam Oates (:{m{jnneé to fm-

to ride new morn

pleinent ihe systemic changes
theyre making from what the’
team did under Pete DeBoer, who
was fired Friday.

Monday's victory provided,
proof that those changes can work
and can be, they hope, something
{6 build on. :

“I anything, it shows that's the
way we've got to play,” Gomez
said. “We're kidding ourselves if,
we think that if we don’t give that
effort [they're going to win]. Guys
were taking the body, Guys were
hitting. That's the way t's got to
be”

BRIEFS: RW Martin Havlat,
who's been out with the fin, ac-
companied the team to Detrolt af-
ter returning to practice for the
first thne since he last played Dec.
21. ... With C Stephen Gionta
sidelined indefinitely with a frac-
tured hand, the Devils called up
KW Mike Sislo. ... Gionta and C
Jacob Josefson were placed on in-
jured reserve. Although Josefson
remains ill, Lamoriello said again
“it looks Hke” he doesn’t have the
mumps and if could be a sbmilar
flu virus to the one that sidelined
Favlat.

Devils at Red Wings

Today, 7:30 p.m.

TV: MSG Plus 2, MSG {

Plus {in progress at 8 ,
p.on). Radio: WFAN- b
AW 660/FM 101.9

Story ling: The Devils (13-18-
7y are coming off & 3-1 win
over Pitisburgh on Monday
and looking to win consecutive
games for the first time sincs
Nov. 11 (3-1 vs. Minnesotaj
and Mov. 14 (1-0 at Washing-
tonj. They are 0-1-1 against
the Red Wings (19-3-9} this
season, including a 4-2 loss
Nov. 7 at Jos Louis Arena.
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With Stephen Gionta out
for an extended period witha
hroken hand, suffered when
he Blacked a Kris Letang shot
during Monday night's game
agaipst the Pittsburgh
Penguing, the Devils calied
up Mike Sislo from their
Albany (AHL) affiliate.

Why didn’t they call up
fetd Boucher, who has
started scoring goals and is
lpoldng more like the player
the Devils expected when
they draflted him 89th
overall {the 4th round}in the
2011 NHl entry draft? Why
Siglo?

“He's another penalty
kifler,” GM/coach Lou
Lamoriello explained. “With
€io out, he's killed a lot of
penalties and also has been
here. He has speed.”

O Monday It was Joe
Whitney and Stefan Matiean
who got promoted. Not
Boucher.

“He's got g couple of ggai
‘e’ye got to get him plaving
o sistently” Lamoriello wzaé
doucher. “We brought him
i aiid down g cozmis: times
wl rpayhbe when %}ﬁ wasn't
ing as well as he should
e heert.

“Bight now Whitney, in that
same role, s the best plaver
there. 5o you've got to reward
the plavers who ave daing
well. But there’s no question
he'ti {Boucher! be an NHL
player, He is scoving, He's
playing better, Hopefulivhe
pets himself back heve quick”

Boucher has 16 points (4
goals, 7 assists) in 25 games for
Albany and Is minus-2,
Whitney has 27 points (13 goals,
16 assists) in 30 AHL games
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Whitney, Matteau, Sislo
and Tim Sestito, ail eall-ups,
will make the trip to Detrojt
for the New Year's Eve gamed
against the Hed Wings at Joe
Louis Arena,

Martin Havlat, who
practiced Tuesday after
missing three games beeause
of illness that was not the
munps, sald he would make
the trip but did net know if
he would play.

T weas happy Lo be on the
ice, ' ready to go on the
trip,” Haviat said.

The veteran winger Joked
about the Devils’ coaching
change: “A few things have
happened since I played my
tast game”

Cory Sebneider will start in
goak against the Red Wings.

There was no update on
how tong Gionta will be out.

“He's going to see the
dector tomorrow merning.
They usuaily wait 24-48
hours” said Lamoriello, who
pointed out: “We saw the
Kepgy”

Jacob Joselfson, now on
injured reserve, remat

“He's stil sick but theres
no conclusion a3 tothe
mumps. Right now i looks
like it's not” Lamorielln
nated. s similar to whae
Havlat had. Hopefully that is
the case, We don’t know any
more than that. He's dealing
with the doetor svery day”

The Devils will try to build
on thelr 31 win over the
Penguing.

“You have to dwell on the

things that vou did right snd

st sustain that, Then look ot

the things that dide't oo
right.” Lamoriello said after
watehing practice from the
bench,
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Devils' informal Dec. 26 practice could face scrutiny from
NHIL

The Devils could be hearing from the NHL - if they haven’t already - after some of their players
held an informal practice on Dec. 26 on their Prudential Center practice rink,

A source said more than two thirds of the Devils® plavers were on the ice for the informal
I
practice, which did not include any members of the coaching staff.

Muttiple Devils™ players confirmed there was an informal skate Friday. One said “not that many”
players went on the ice, though, and, “obviously, there were no coaches.”

Head coach Pete DeBoer and assistant coach Dave Barr were fired earlier in the day.

Another Devils” player indicated some players who didn’t skate used the team facilities Friday to
work out off the ice.

Dec. 26 1s a mandated day off by the collective bargaining agreement as part of the NHL’s three-
day Christmas break. If any Devils official was involved in organizing or encouraging the
informal practice, this might be considered a violation of the CBA and could result in a fine for
the organization.

So far. it doesn’t appear the Devils did anything illegal or are in any trouble with the NHL., A
teague spokesperson confirmed that the NHL is fooking into “a few” teams that held informal
Dec. 26 practices, but said it 1s “unclear if any were more than captain’s skates, which wouldn’t
be prohibited.”

NHL deputy commissioner Bill Daly said via email there was “nothing | know of on the Devils.”

A source said the Rangers were among the teams already questioned about their Dec. 26
activities and were not found to have done anything itlegal.

These “captain’s skates” are under closer scrutiny by the league, however, after it was revealed
the Anaheim Ducks held an informal practice on Dec. 26 at their practice facility, arranged by
captain Ryan Getzlaf. According to the Los Angeles Times, Getzlaf paid to rent the ice time and
hired a local coach to run the practice.

In a statement, Ducks GM Bob Murray confirmed the NHL is investigating the practice and
matntained that Getzlaf acted on his own to organize the practice and without any direction from
the team. Murray also said no team officials were present. H the NHL {inds that Getzlaf was
instructed by any team official to organize the practice, the Ducks would likely be fined.



There 15 no indication that any team officials were involved in the Devils™ informal practice. but
with it taking place in Prudentiai Center it seems likely at feast some were in the building at the
time. GM Lou Lamoriello’s office has a window that overlooks the practice rink

Without acknowledging that any took place, Lamorielio said any skate on Dec. 26 would have
been player organized.

“That would be their prerogative if they wanted to do that,” he said.

Lamoriello said he was not “aware of " any investigation by the league into the Devils’™ informal
practice.

Dec. 26 became part of the NHL’s Christmas break as part of the CBA that was ratified
following the 2012-13 lockout. Previously, the Christmas break covered only Dec. 24 and Dec.
25

The NHL fined the Edmonton Oilers an undisclosed amount in 2001 for holding a practice on

Christmas Day.

Posted by Tom Gulitti on 12/30 at 11111 PM
hitp:/ffireandice northjersey.com/fire-ice-1.174987 /devils-informal-dec-26-practice-could-face-

scrutiny-from-nhi-1.1183403




On the bright side, Martin Havlat did not have the mumps. The Devils forward still was pretty
sick for a few days, though, causing him to miss three more games so far in a season i which he
again had bad luck with his health.

“It 1s what it 1s,” Havlat said. “1 got sick and it’s been a while, actually, since I've been that sick.
It took some time, but 1t’s nice to be back with the boys.”

Havlat has missed a total of 16 games due to various injuries and iliness this season. Today’s
practice was his first with the team since he last played on Dec. 21 against Washington, He had
been skating on his own since Saturday with Patrik Elias, who did have the mumps. joining him
on Sunday and Monday.

“It was the first time with the boys today,” Havlat said. “It’s nice to be not alone again. I've been
skating with Patty. So, it’s been better the last couple days every day.”

After talking it over with the coaches and trainer following today’s practice, Havlat said he will
accompany the team to Detroit for its game there Wednesday night. He doesn’t know yet if he’ll

play against the Red Wings.

Devils GM and mterim coach Lou Lamoriello said the plan “as of right now™ was for left wings
loe Whitney and Stefan Mattean also to go on the trip after they were called up Monday.

“The way things go, vou never know who's going to turn up not feeling well.” Lamorielio said.

Havlat admitted he was worried he too had the mumps when the first started feehing il because
Elias was also sick.

“T got it at the same time as Patty, basically, and with (2-year-old daughter Tereza) at home and
another one on the way, £'s always (a concern),” Havlat said. =T was trving to stay away from

them a hittle more than usual.”

Havlat did not have the same symptoms as Elias, who had swelling in the glands in this upper
neck, but it still was a relief when he was told he definitely did not have the mumps.

“You read some bad stulf what can happen,” Havlat said. “So, at least that was good news. It
was the regular flu, whatever [ had, some kind of virug.”

Havlat acknowledged, “a few things happened since | played the last game.”



Head coach Pete DeBoer was fired on Friday and the Lamoriello stepped behind the bench with
co-coaches Scott Stevens and Adam Oates.

“It was nice to be on the ice with the boys, get some drills and get the puck on the stick,” Havlat
said. “So, we'll see how it’s going to be tomorrow.”

o 3 3

The Devils are still thinking that center Jacob Josefson’s illness is similar to Havlat’s and not the
mumps. Josefson remained off the ice today for the third day in a row since and was placed on
mjured reserve, which makes him unavailable to play until next Tuesday against Buffalo.

“He’s still sick, but there’s no conclusion as to the mumps,” Lamoriello said. * ‘Right now, it
looks Itke it’s not. It's similar to what Havlat had, so, hopefully, that’s the case. But, we don’t
know any more than that.”

Lamoriello said Josefson is “dealing with the doctor every day”, but did not answer directly
when asked if Josefson has been tested for the mumps.

ok sk

Lamoriello said center Stephen Gionta will have his broken hand examined by the doctor on
Wednesday, so the team won’t know untif after that how much time he will miss.

“They usually wait 24-48 hours before,” Lamorielto said.

#oofesk

Lamoriello explained that Mike Sislo was recalled because he’s “another penalty killer” to
replace Gionta,

“With Gio out. he’s killed a lot of penalties and also has been here and has speed,” Lamoriello
said. “Whereas the other players that we have in that role is a little different.”

Left wing Reid Boucher, who has been up twice previously this season. has been hot lately with
Albany with four goals and two assists in his last six games,

When I asked Lamoriello why Boucher was not called up, he replied. "He’s got a couple goals
and we’ve got to get him playing consistently well. We brought him up and down a couple of
times maybe when he wasn’t playing as well as he should have and right now Whitney in that
same role is the best player there. so you've got to reward the players who are doing well at that
{me.

“But, there’s no question he’ll be an NHL player. But he is scoring, he's playing better and,
hopefully, he gets himself back here quick.”

ook



Cory Schneider will make his fourth consecutive start in net Wednesday.

There appears to be a good chance rookie Keith Kinkaid will start one of the back-to-back home
games agamst Montreal on Friday and Philadelphia on Saturday. Kinkaid hasn't played since
earning his first NHL win in a 3-2 shootout victory over Tampa Bay on Dec. 20,

Hedeok

The Devils now have eight players on injured reserve with Josefson and Gionta joining the list
today. Elias, Haviat, Michael Ryder (mumps), Damon Severson (fractured left ankle), Bryce
Salvador (lower body) and Ryane Clowe (suspected concussion) are also on IR.

Posted by Tom Gulitti on 12/30 at 02:01 PM

http//fireandice northiersey com/fire-ice-1,174987/haviat-headed-to-detrott-with-devils-relieved-he-
didn-t-have-mumps-why-boucher-wasn-t-recalled-1.1183306




The Devils placed centers Stephen Gionta and Jacob Josefson on injured reserve today and called
up right wing Mike Sislo from Albany of the AHL.

(i1onta broke his hand blocking a shot in the second perod of the Devils' 3-1 win Monday night
over Pittsburgh. Josefson has been ill the last three days. He was placed on IR retroactive o his
last game Saturday against the Rangers, but will have to miss at last three more games with the
team playing Wednesday in Detroit, Friday at home against Montreal and Saturday at home
against Philadelphia.

Devils GM and interim coach Lou Lamoriello said Monday that there were no indications yet
that Josefson has the mumps, but it's clear the team is taking a cautious approach with him with
the virus going through their organization. The Devils have had five confirmed cases of the
mumps, including forward Patrik Elias and Michaet Ryder, who both remain out.

Elias has been skating on his own.

Sislo, who is wearing No. 34, is on the ice for today's practice as is Martin Havlat, who is
working his way back from the {lu.

With Gionta out indefinitely, Adam Henrique has moved from left wing back to center and is
practicing today on a line with Tuomo Ruutu and Steve Bernier. Sislo is skating on a line with

Mike Cammaler and Travis Zajac.

Dainius Zubrus has taken Henrique's spot at left wing on the line with Scott Gomez and Jaromir
Jagr.

Havlat is one of five players on the fourth line with Tim Sestito, Jordin Tootoo, Joe Whitney and
Stefan Matteau.

Lamoriello 1s again watching practice from the bench.

Also here watching today is left wing Ryane Clowe, who has been out since Nov. 6 with a
suspected concussion.

Here 1s the breakdown of the Devils' players practicing today:
Forwards: Dainius Zubrus-Scott Gomez-Jaromir Jagr; Mike Cammalleri-Travis Zajac-Mike

Sislo: Tuomo Ruutu-Adam Henrique-Steve Bernier; Joe Whitney/Martin Havlat-Tim Sesitio-
Jordin Tootoo/Stefan Matteau.



Detfensemen: Andy Greene-Peter Harrold; Jon Merrill-Marek Zidlicky: Eric Gelinas-Adam
Larsson; Seth Helgeson.

Goaltenders; Cory Schneider, Keith Kinkaid.
Posted by Tom Gulitti on 12/30 at 12:01 PM

http://fireandice northiersey.com/fire-ice-1.174987/devils-place-gjonta-josefson-on-ir-sislo-called-up-

havlat-practicing-henrique-back-to-center-1.1183258




Devils putting in the hard work to make sure turnaround
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Near the end of today’s practice at Prudential Center, the Devils went to one end of the rink to
work again on their 3-on-3 play down low.

At one point, center Scott Gomez and defenseman Eric Gelinas got in a heated battle in the left
corner. Shoves escalated to crosschecks and one semi-vicious stash from Gomez before the
players calmly skated away from each other at the end of their turn in the drill.

“That kind of brought back the old days,” Gomer said afterward.

One of two current Devils that won a Stanley Cup with the team — Patrik Eliag, who is
recovering from the mumps, is the other - Gomez remembers doing similar agains{ then captain
Scott Stevens “back in the day.” Today, Stevens was the co-coach that was directing that drill.

“As intimidating as Scotty was, you knew he wasn’t going to take you out 100 percent (in
practice),” Gomez said. “But, when you went against guys like Bobby (Holik) and Scotty, they
wanted that. Scotty would actually get mad at you 1f you weren’t hitting him.

“He would also give you one just to let you know. He used to love that. He was so big and strong
that you could give him that extra shot and he wouldn't even feel it.”

Now, Stevens is encouraging his plavers, in particular the defensenen that he is coaching, to
practice the same way,

“Gelly, he could manhandie me,” Gomez said of the 6-foot-4, 21 5-pound Gelinas. “But, it’s
good for both guys. Scotty Stevens, he wants that. He's got to play that way. .., That’s the one
thing, | think, the young D are definitely going to get something out of. One thing about Scotty, |
remember Bobby Holik said it: he was our hardest practice guy. For Bobby Holik to say that,
that’s one thing. That guy was our hardest worker.”

There 1s a clear sense of re-commitment among the Devils™ players following the firing of head
coach Pete DeBoer last Friday. They know what can happen next after the head coach is fired if
there isn’t improvement, particularly for a team having the kind of season they are.

“We put ourselves i a bad position and we have to {come together),” defenseman Andy Greene
said. “You talk about having pride. This is our job. We've got to make sure we come out with ¢
zood effort and once they fire the coach whe kmws what” gmng to be next? Next could be guys
leaving, guys getting traded. That's the next step. So, we've got to make sure we re ready and
playving well.”



The mood in the Devils” locker room and on the ice for their practice today was definitely lifted.
spirited, optimistic. That’s what one complete etfort that resulted in a win can do for a team that
hasn’t had enough of them this season.

There was also a resolve, however, not to be satisfied with doing it just once.

The Devils need all they did right in Monday’s 3-1 win over Pittsburgh to carry over to
Wednesday night’s game in Detroit. Otherwise, they’lf be right back where they were before the
beat the Penguins, which was in the middle of a season headed nowhere.

“1 think [ mentioned that,” general manager and interim head coach Lou Lamorieilo said. “You
have to dwell on the things that you did well, certainly, and then just sustain that and ook at the
things that possibly didn’t go right and you maybe got away with.”

The Devils (13-18-7) will be looking to win consecutive games for the first time since Nov. 11
against Minnesota (3-1) and Nov. 14 at Washington (1-0). They are just 5-11-5 since then, which
leaves them nine points out of a playoft spot and likely headed for their third season in a row of
failing to qualify for the postseason.

Uniess, they finally string together some consistent efforts and, most importantly, some wins.

“We have to,” Greene said. It was one game. Unless we follow that up with a good string of
games here, what does that matter”? We've just got to make sure we come out with the same type
of effort and try to play the game we did {Monday).”

Gomez remembers those the Cup-winning clubs’ veterans saying, “Feel good, 1t's a win, but it’s
right back to business.”

Tuesday’s business was an intense practice m which Stevens and co-coach Adam Oates
continued to implement the systemic changes they are making from what the team did under
DeBoer.

They ve simplified their approach in the defensive zone and returned to playing more of a
patient, tight-checking game in the newtral zone — which was a key n slowing down the
Pittsburgh’s Sidney Croshy and Evgeni Malkin for most of Monday’s game. They're also
stressing carrying the puck into the effensive zone more.

“Pete 1s an outstanding coach. I owe that guy so much just for helping me get my confidence,”
Gomez said. “But, when a coach gets fired, vou've got to change something. I've been i other

situations where the guy gets fired and nothing changes. Then, what was the point? So, you've
got to give someonce a different fook.

“It wasn’t working and 1t (stinks) that one guy’s got to take the fall, but we’re all in this business
and we know that. So, here’s the new look.”



With the changes going on, there’s a lot of direction between the coaches and the players, but
aiso between the players themselves.

“It was tough to do 1t with the way everything happened right after Christmas,” Greene said.
“We had basically eight hours untif our first game (a 3-1 loss to the Rangers Saturday). They
gave us as much information as possible and we tried to digest it. We did some good things in
the Rangers™ game and had another practice after that and another morning skate and we played a
good game after that.

“We had another good practice today. So, you just build off it and guys get more comfortable
and play well.”

And Monday's victory provided proof that those changes can work.
“That’s the way we've got to play,” Gomez said. “We're kidding ourselves if we think that if we
don’t give that effort (they're going to win). Guys were taking the body. Guys were hitting,
That’s the way 1t's got to be. Hey, we’ve got to build on something and that’s important, but
we're not satistied by any means,
“We know the task at hand. We've got to go in there tomorrow against a ereat team, but if we

o o = o
play like that that, that’s the staple we need to show that that’s what you’re going to get every
night and give ourselves our chance.”

Posted by Tom Gulitti on 12/30 at 04:40 PM

hitp://fireandice.northjersey com/fire-ica-1. 174987 /devils-putting-in-the-hard-work-to-make-sure-

turnaround-doesn-t-end-at-one-game-a2gain-1.1183338
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Why didn’t the Devils call Reid Boucher up from Albany (AHL)?

New Jersey Devils vs. Winnipeg Jets 18.30.14

Devils center Stephen Gionta (11) suffered a broke hand when he was hit hy a shof during Maonday niaht's game
against the Pittsburgh Penguins. {Saed Hindash | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com)

Rich Chere | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com By Rich Chere | NJ Advance Media for Nl.com

Email the author | Follow on Twitter

on December 30, 2014 at 12:33 PM, updated December 30, 2014 at 1.58 PM

NEWARK — With Stephen Gionta out for an extended period with a broken hand, suffered when he blocked a
Kris Letang shot during Monday night’s game against the Pittsburgh Penguins, the Devils called up Mike Sisic
from their Albany (AHL) affiliate.

Why didn't they call up Reid Boucher, who has staried scoring goals and is looking more like tha player the Devils
expected when they drafted him 99th overall {the 4th round) in the 2011 NHI entry draft? Why Sislo?

"He's another penalty killer,” GM/coach Lou Lamoriello explained. "With Gio out, he's killed a lot of penalties and

also has been here, He has speed.”
On Monday it was Joe Whitney and Stefan Matteau who got promoted. Not Boucher,

"He's got a couple of goals. We've got to get him playing consistently,” Lamoriello said of Boucher, "We brought

him up and down a couple times and maybe when he wasn't playing as well as he should have been.
“Right now Whithey, in that same role, is the best plaver there. So yvou've got to reward the players who are
doing well. But there’s no question he'll (Boucher) be an NHL player. He is scoring. He's playing better. Mopefully

he gets himseif back here quick.”

Boucher has 16 points (9 goals, 7 assists) in 26 games for Albany and is minus-2, Whithey has 27 points (11

goals, 16 assists) in 30 AHL games.

Whitney, Matteau, Sislo and Tim Sestito, all cail-ups, will make the trip to Detroit for the New Year's Eve gamead

against the Red Wings at Joe Louis Arena.

Martin Haviat, who practiced Tuesday after missing three games because of illness that was not the mumps, said

he would make the trip but did not know if he would play.
"I was happy to be on the ice. I'm ready to go on the trip,"” Haviat said.
The veteran winger joked about the Devils' coaching change: "A few things have happened since [ played my last

game.”

Pof2 1273072014 4:50 P



Mhy didn't the Devils call Reid Boucher up from Albany (AHLY g /blogny.comddevils main/printhanl Tentry=/ 201471 2/why wasnt 1.

Cory Schneider will start in goal against the Red Wings.

As for Gionta, there was no update on how long he will be out.

"He's going to see the doctor tomorrew morning. They usually wait 24-48 hours,” said Lamoriello, who pointed

oyt "We saw the ¥-r ”

o

Werav
ay.

Jacob Josefson, now on injured reserve, remains iil.

“"He's still sick but there’s no conclusion as to the mumps, Right now it looks like it's not,” Lamorietlo noted. "It's
similar to what Haviat had. Hopefully that is the case. We don't know any more than that. He's dealing with the

doctor every day.”

The Devils will try to build on their 3-1 win over the Penguins.

“You have to dwell on the things that you did right and just sustain that. Then lock at the things that didn't go

right,” Lamoriello said after watching practice from the bench.

Rich Chere may be reached at rchere@njadvancemedia.com. Follow him on Twitter @Ledger_NJDevils.

Find NX.com on Facebook,

© 2014 Nl.com. All rights reserved.
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Did Martin Brodeur, former Devils goaltender, make his final start
for the St. Louis Blues?

NHL: Colorado Avalanche at St. Louis Blues

Dec 29, 2014; St. Louis, MO, USA; St. Louls Blues gealie Martin Brodeur {30) makes a glove save against the
Colorado Avalanche during the third period at Scottrade Center. The St. Louis Blues defeat the Colorado
Avalanche 3-0. Mandatory Credit: Jasen Vinlove-USA TODAY Sports (Jasen Vinlove)

Charles Curtis | For NJ Advance Media By Charles Curtis | For N] Advance Media

Follow on Twitter

on December 30, 2014 at 1:24 PM, updated December 30, 2014 at 7:16 PM

Former Devils netminder Martin Brodeur earned his 125th shutout of his incredible career on Monday night and
his first for the St. Louis Blues.
But could it have been his final game for the Blues and, perhaps, the last contest in his NHL career?

Here's why we ask: Starting goaltender Brian Eiliot is coming back from injury this week.

There's a crowded crease in St Louls now that Brian Elliott has been activated from injured reserve.
— Chris Johnsten {@reporterchris) December 30, 2014

That means the Blues likely have to choose if they want to hang on te Brodeur or Jake Ailen, who was the starter
while Effiott was out and who won 11 of his 19 games this season. You'd assume St. Louis would hang on to the
younger player they drafted instead of the 42-year-old Brodeur, or the Blues can hang on to all three. There was

some speculation the latter when the Blues waived forward Magnus Paajarvi on Monday.

Faajarvi on waivers likely means #stliblues will keep three goalies for the time being. Spot opens room to keep
Brodeur when Elliott returns.

— Lou Korac {©@lkoracl() December 29, 2014

Here's what Brodeur said after his shutout, via the St. Louis Post-Dispatch:

"I'm erjoying every moment of {t. Whenever the decision will be made, hopefully I'll be the first to know and I'|
be happy or disappointed one way or the other. It's been a great ride. If that's my last game, it's not a bad one

to leave on.”

We'll probably find out if his NHL career continues to be extended this week.

Lecading Photo Gallery

Fallow Charles Curtis on Twitter @charfescurtis82. Find N3.com on Facebook.
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Martin Havlat returns to practice with Devils; Mike Sislo recalied

New Jersey Devils vs. Philadelphia Flyers 10.9.14

45
(N
[£2)

Winger Martin Havlat was back on the ice with the Devils Tuesday after missing three aames hecause of illn
{Saed Hindash | NJ Advance Media for Nl.com)

Rich Chere | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com By Rich Chere | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com

Emait the author | Follow on Twitter

on December 30, 2014 at 11:42 AM, updated Dacember 30, 2014 at 12:32 PM

NEWARK — Martin Haviat, who missed the last three games because of illness that turned out not to be the

mumps, returned to practice with the Devils Tuesday at AmeriHealth Pavilion,

With center Stephen Gionta sidelined by a broken hand, the Devils recalied forward Mike Sislo from Albany
{AHL). Sislo was given No. 34.

Gionta and Jacob Josefson {HI) were put on injured reserve. Gionta was put on IR retroactive to Dec. 29 and

Josefson retroactive toc Dec. 27.

Ryane Clowe (concussion} watched practice from the bench area.

The Devils, coming off a 3-1 victory over the Pittsburgh Penguins Monday night at Prudential Center, face
the Detroit Red Wings Wednesday night at Joe Louis Arena.
Devils GM/coach Lou Lamoriglio watches practice from the hench. (Rich

Chere/NY Advance Mediay
Rich Chere | NJ Advance Media for Ni.com Devils' practice lines;

Zubrus-Gomez-lagr
Cammalieri-Zajac-Sislo
Ruutu-Henrigue-Bernier
Matteau-Whitney-Havlat-Sestito-Tootoo
Defense:
Greene-Harrotd
Merrill-Zidlicky
Gelinas-Larsson
Helgeson

Goalles:

Schneider
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Kinkaid

GM/coach Lou Lamoriello watched practice from the bench. Scott Stevens, Adam Qates, Tommy Albelin, Mike

Foligno and Chris Terreri were all on the ice.

Rich Chere may be reached at rchere@njadvancemedia.com. Follow him on Twitter @Ledger_NI1Devils.

Find NJ.com on Facebook.

© 2014 Ni.com. All rights reserved.
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POLL: Who should be the Devils' next captain?

Loading Photo Gallery

Rich Chere | NJ Advance Media for Nl.com By Rich Chere | N1 Advance Media for N1.com
Emait the author | Follow on Twitter
on December 30, 2014 at 9:00 AM, updated December 30, 2014 at 9:19 AM

NEWARK — Devils captain Bryce Salvador has missed 23 games with an undisclosed lower body injury.

The veteran defenseman watched the Devils' morning skate on Monday, but coach/GM Lou Lamorielio said

Salvador is not yvet ready to begin skating.

“Obviously we would fove to have Sal here. We need 5al as a leader,” alternate captain Andy Greene said, "At
the same time, we have guys in this room that have been there and gone through certain things. Obvicusly Sal s

a big part of this team and we miss him, but a lot of other guys have to step up and give their say.”

Salvador is in the final season of his contract that pays him $3.25 million. He will become an unrestricted free

agent after this seasen and it seems unlikely the Devils will re-sign him at age 39,
So who should be the Devils' next captain?

Center Travis Zajac has worn an A’ this season and forward Adam Henrigue is viewed as a potential future

captain. Henrigue will be 25 in February. Zajac turns 34 in May.

While those are the top two candidates, there are others. Mike Cammalieri will have four more years remaining

on his contract. He is a leader on the ice and respected in the dressing room.
And what about Greene? He has been a vital player for the Devils and has worn an "4 as an alternate captain.
Patrik Elias isn’t likely to want the captaincy, which was taken away from him by Brent Sutter.

Even if the Devils decided to bring Jaromir Jagr back for another season and he was receptive, he would not be in

the running to be captain.
So to whom weould you give the C7

Rich Chere may be reached at rchere@njadvancemedia.com. Follow him on Twitter @Ledger_NIDevils.

Find NJ.com on Facebook.
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Devils' bizarre coaching experiment won't work for long, Jeremy
Roenick predicts

Lou Lamorielio, Adam Oates, Scott Stevens

New Devils coaches Scott Stevens {left), Lou Lamoriello {center} and Adam Qates (right} confer during the third
period of Monday night's 3-1 win over the Pittsburgh Penguins. (AP Photo/Bill Kostroun}

Randy Miiler | NJ Advance Media for Ni.com By Randy Miller | NJ Advance Media for Nl.com

Email the author | Follow on Twitter

on December 30, 2014 at 8;30 AM, updated December 30, 2014 at 9:05 AM

PHOENIX — NBEC Sports hockey analyst Jeremy Roenick is intrigued that the Devils are trying to save their

dying season with a three-headed coaching monster,

Short-term, the former nine-time Ali-Star center thinks having Lou Lamoriello, Adam Oates and Scott
Stevens all calling the shots could ignite better play from a club heavy on older veterans and light on impact

players.

Long-term, Roenick sees this unusual experiment of having a Hali of Fame exec and two Hall of Fame players

alt in charge having no chance to be a success,

"You need ane guy who's going to be the voice," Roenick told Nl.com on Monday in a phone interview from his
home in San Diego. "You need one guy who is gonna take the heat for the losses, for the system. They need to

get somebody in there to be the head man.”

So far, the Devils have split two their first two games since Pete DeBoer's firing last Friday — the day after

Christmas — led fo Lamoriello coming up with an original replacement plan.

Irr addition to being team president and general manager, Lamoriello now is behind the bench to oversee
his two new co-coaches who had Hall of Fame playing career — former defense great Stevens for the blueiiners

and once-upon-a-time playmaking center great Qates for the forwards.

NBC Sports hockey analyst Jeremy Roenick, celebrating a goal he scored
playing or the Flyers in a 2204 plavoff game, isn't a big fan of the Devis

said. "If you look at the guys that they have having three coaches. (AP Photo/Adrian Wyld)
Randy Miller | NI Advance Media for Nl.com

“Tt's very unigque without guestion,” Roenick

behind the bench, if you wanted to try to

jumpstart a hockey team and have a team

wake up and maybe playing a little harder, I don't know if there are three better guys in that organization to do
ik,

"You have Adam Ostes, who has one of the best hockey minds and was one of best playmakers who saw the ice

... If you're one of the forwards, vou should be listaning to Adam Oates. If you're a defensemen, was there a

of 2 12/30/2054 4:51 Ph
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miore intimidating and tougher player than Scott Stevens? So if I'm a defenseman, I'm listening to Scott Stevens.
Ther you have the big voice coming over in Lou. To me, it's actually not a bad idea, not a bad plan. But you have

to get somebody in there as quickly as you can to try to bring everyone together and keep everything together."

What surprised Roenick most about this arrangement is Lamoriello, who previously had named himsalf head

coach for 50 games in 2005-06 and three games in 2006-07, is doing it again with a twist at age 72.

“Te me, it seems that Lou is trying to send a message to have a sense of urgency,” Roenick said, "But there's
atways someone who is the head of the helm and I don't think Lou is the kind of guy who wants to be at the
helm. Gbviously, coaching is a very, very intense job, It's a very time-consuming job. Lou has other things that

he needs 1o worry about rather than figuring out systems.”

Lamorielio’s biggest concern, Roenick suggests, should be building & better roster to give the Devils, who missed

the playoffs two years in a row, a better shot at becoming a contender again,

"I don't think it's the coaching there that's the proeblem,” Roenick said. "It's the roster, the players. They'ra ton

otd. They're too old of a hockey tearmn. That's on Lou.

"He's leaned on the same guys for so long that it's time to time to start changing up the playars. And the scouting
staff has to start doing a littie better iob scouting. But there's no question in my mind that Lou will straighten it

cut because he's been one of the best GMs for the longest time. Me'll straighten it cut.”

Randy Miller may be reached at rmiller@njadvancemedia.com. Foliow him on Twitter @RandyIMiller. Find

NJ.com Philadelphia Sports on Facebook.

© 2014 Nl.com. All rights reserved.
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Tuesday, December 30, 2014

Stephen Gionta has broken hand

ESPN.com news services

New Jersey Devils center Stephen Gionta will be sidelined
indefinitely after he suffered a broken hand against '
Pittsburgh on Monday night, coach Lou Lamoriello said.

Gionta suffered the injury while blocking a shot by Kris
L g during the second period of the Devils' 3-1 victory
ag

ainst the Penguins,

"Ie blocked a shot. Broken hand,” Lamoriello told
reporters after the game. "He'll see a specialist and then
we'll determine what the results are. The X-rays showeda =+ -

, i
break. Stephen Gionta has three goals and three assists far
the Deviis this season.

Giionta, in his fifth season with New Jersey, has three goals and three assists this season. He has 32 points
in 165 career games.
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Melrose Minute: Restructured Devils at a crossroads

Tuesday, 12.30.2014 / 11:25 AM
By Barry Melrose - NHL Network Analyst / Melrose Minute

After a 3-1 win Monday against the Pittsburgh Penguins, I suppose you could say the New Jersey Devils' latest
coaching experiment is off to a 1-1-0 start. It will be interesting to see what happens with the arrangement set up
by general manager Lou Lamorielio, who brought on Scott Stevens and Adarm Oates as defensive and offensive
assistants, respectively, after firing coach Peter DeBoer on Friday. I've never really seen anything like this before, but
[ think if you look at the history of Lou, 2 guy who hasn't been afraid to make bold or unorthodox news, it's not that
crazy.

Chvicusly, with Lamorielio himself on the bench, it's clear he's the ultimate authority now, and on some level that
makes sense. The Devils are not a good team right now and they're at an organizational crossroads. Lamorialio needs
to know which players to keep in the fold and build sround and which ones should be sent off for draft picks at the
trade deadiine, and as he's said, there's no better place to find out about & player than on the bench. He's right on
that point. You can't as easily learn about your player from the press box. You can't see what he's saying or bow he
responds in good times and bad times.

In many ways, this has Lou written all over it. DeBoer was an unusual hire in that he wasn't a reguiar part of the
Devils family beforehand. Lamoriello hires guys he knows. Jacques Lemaire, Larry Robinson, John MacLean, Scott
Stevens, Adam Oates, all of these guys have left the Devils and been brought back in, That shouid make Lou's job a
little easier because at feast in some terms, he knows the guys he's dealing with. What he has to decide now is
where to take the team. Can they rebound and chalienge for a playoff spot next season -- or even this season? Or
with names like Connor McDavid and Jack Eichel floating around in the draft pool is it time for a full-on rebuild? Do
the Devils want Kirk Muller? Or do they want Mario Lemieux?

HINIORS MINTED

Speaking of McDavid and Eichel, if you haven't been watching the 2015 IIHF World Junior Championship, vou ought
to do yourseldf a favor and tune in. Nat only have Eichel and McDavid logked like everything we've heard so far, the
games have just been awesome. The United States and Canada are each undefeated through three games, and with
their impending showdown Wednesday (4 p.m. ET, NHLN-US, NHL.com) to determine the top team in Group A, this
tournament will only get more interesting.

Obviously, juntor hockey s much bigger in Canada than in the United States. The World Juniors is a major avent
north of the border every winter, but [ always tell people the bang for the buck in jurior hockey is unbelievable. In
the NHL you're seeing the best players in the world, but if you don't live near a team or only have so much to spend,
the juriors are great entertainment, and you're seeing piayers that are only a year or two away from the hbig time,

These really are the future Sidney Crosbys and Viadimir Taraserkos of the world, and if you look at past World Junior
rosters they're dotted with solid NHL players and major superstars. 1 remember the first World Junior tournament
and how Canada got a tof of ink because of some kid on the team named Gretzky. It's a treat to see the stars before
they're stars, and the action is unbelievable.

SHINING STARS

I know I've taiked about the Dallas Stars a iot this year, about how great Tyler Sequin has been and about how the
team has generally been a disappointment. If I'm going to heap criticism on them, though, [ can't short-change
them when times are good, and right now we're not giving enough fove to the team in Texas. The Stars are finally
becoming the team we envisioned at the start of the year.

Obviously, Seguin is stil great, but now they're gatting great goaltending, the defense has cut apponent scoring
down and they're still very exciting to watch. On Saturday they reslly took it to a very good St. Loufs Blues team.
Two nights later all they did was defeat the New York Rangers, who were the hottest feam in the League on an
eight-game winning streak. Overall Dallas is 7-2-0 in its past nine games,

The one drawback is Dallas’ poor start may already have doomed it. The Stars dropped a lot of important points in
the standings in the first third of the season, and that could come back to bite them. This is a team that made the
Staniey Cup Playoffs last season and looked good doing it. Then they added a player like Jason Spezra. I think many
of us expectad 3 little more than we've gottan, and that may mean in the tough Western Corference Dallas won't get
enough struggling teams above it to crack the top eight. All the Stars can do right now, though, is win, and that's
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what they're doing. I think this team is finally showing us who thay really are. We'll just have to see if there's any
tirne left in the hourglass,
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Red Wings try to build intensity in practice after loss

ﬁ% By Gearge Sipple, Detroit Free Press 2000 pons EST Decembper 30, 2014

Also, defenseman Xavier Quellet calied up to fill in for injured Jakub Kind!

The Detroll Red Wings haven't compete

(&5
i+
8

practice at Joe Louis Arena today.

“Today, we tried to get after it a iittle bit, (get) the intensity up and get working,” said defenseman Jonathan
Ericsson.

The Wings didr't work hard enough from the start Monday night in Boston and went an o lose 5-2 {/story
fsponsinhifred-wings/2014/12/29/detroit-red-wings-bruins/Z 102 2587/) against the Bruins. Coach Mike Babcock
also wasn't happy with the way the team performed in a 3-2 overtime win over the Senators on Sunday.

“We're trying, and everyone is preparing themsalves before the game.” Ericsson said.
(Photo: Rick Osenfoski, USA
TODAY Sports) Defenseman Kyle Quincey said "compete level” is one thing any team can control.

"Some teams are mare skilled than you. some teams maybe have better gozltending on separate nights, but
you can compete always as hard or harder than sach team.” Quincey said. "That's the one thing we can control and that was the message today.”

Was it a more intense practice than usual?

"Ch yeah," Quincey sald, "Just more intense and the message was clear. Our compete level has o be better.”

e b Fear T
Vs orowih o boonforD o Wines

(http:iwww freep comystory sports/nhlfred-wings 20 1471 2030/ detroit-red-wings-riley-sheahan-growth/2 1 03562 34

Quincey said slow starts have been a concern and "thal's an emphasis going inte” Weadnesday's game against the New Jersey Devils. He said the team
isn't worried.

We know we have o be better” CQuincey said. "The message today ~ if that sinks in, wa'l be fine "

Babcock said the Wings can't seem to gel started on the road.

"it's not guod enough to be unprepared to do your job,” Baboocok said after Tuesday's practice.

There are Hmes during & season where teams get complacent.

“tthappens every year, but the reality is you can't cheat the system,” Babcock said, "It's consistent. Life is exactly the same thing

"Allyou have to do is look around at your profession. You know who does their job every day and does # well and who is cheating the syslem. In owr
league, what they do is they post standings when you cheal the system. You end up with lots of LLs.™

NOTEBOOK: Babcock called New Jersey Devils forward Jaromir Jagr "the moderm day Gardie Howe." Jagr, who turns 43 on Feb. 15, has 21 points for
the Devils. ... Babeock said defenseman Xavier Guellet will be calied up from Grand Rapids and wilf be in the lineup against the Dewvils. Jakub Kindl was
injured during Sunday's practice and is going on injured reserve. ... Goallender Jonas Gustavsson (shouider) tock pan in the team practice on Tuesday
tut it's unclear when he'll be able to play in the game.

Contact George Sipple: gsipple@ireepress.com. Follow him on Twitfer @gecrgesiopie (hito/favew tvitisr, convgeorgesipnle).

Read or Share this siory: hitpi/fon freep. conv 1 B2bMu
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Riley Sheahan's growth a boon for Detroit Red Wings

By Helene 8¢ James, Detroit Free Presy P24 am, EXT December 3, 0014

BOSTON ~ Half a year after he held his own against Bruins center David Krejot in the playoffs. Riley Sheahan
has afforded all sorts of benefits for the Red Wings.

He provided a screen that helped Tomas Tatar score in Monday's otherwise stinker of a 5-2 loss to the Bruins
at TD Garden.

Sheahan's growth, coupled with a heaithy Darren Helm and a steadfast Luke Glendening, has made it possible,
(Phato: Paul Sancys AP) for ane, to play Hearik Zetterberg and Pavet Datsyuk together. Then there's the fact cosch Mike Babcock is
comfortable playing Sheahan against the opponent's best center, which makes rofing four lines that rmuch
easier. Plus there's Sheahan's size — at 6-foot-3, 220-plus pounds, he is the team's biggest midde man,

Add that up. and "whal he has is, he has a skill set, he can make plays, he's a big body, he's inteligent defensively.” Babcock said Monday. "Does he
have enough pace to be a second-line center in the NHL every day? We't find out.”

Wike Baboook is upset after 5-2 loss o Bruing, Viden by Hefene 5L James/FP

Sheahan, 23, has been a facior since joining the Wings halfway through last season. arriving from the minors io man one of the many snots epensd by
injuries 0 reguiars. With Zetterberg ailing as the playoffs began. Sheshan emerged as the secand-ing centar, and while he had no poirds in the
five-garme series against Baston, counterpart Krejci had jist two assists.

That Sheahan checked Krejoi is no surprise to teammates, because "he's strong on the puck, he can make plays, he just does so many things well,”
Justin Abdelkader said. "M think he was counted on more in Grand Rapids and at Notre Game to play as a defensive forward, and now he's kind of brought
his offensive game, and he's grown into that role, where he can play any way you want. 1's reafly good to see”

Sheahan had 17 points after 36 games, proof that, whereas last season he was extra cautious not fo get scored on, this year there's confidence lo do
more.

T ihink Pve done a good job using my body,” Sheahan said, "but | can still do more in hoiding orte the puck a litle more, and try to make plays. That's cne
thing | need 1o focus more on. and maybe a few tweaks in my skating, moving side to side and crossing over, a guick first step, that kind of stuff."

Sheahan's determination hasn't gone unmaticed by fellow big forward Johan Franzen. “The last few weeaks,” Franzen said, "fve seen a ot more
hreakaway speed, ke he's been attacking the last defenseman and getting arcund him and creating really good opportunities for himsslf, So he's been
doing reafly good.”

Cottset Helenie St James: hskamestfreepress.com (mailto hstiames@ireepress coml). Follow her on Twitter @helfenestiames (hip Saww twifter.com
thelenestiames).
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Wings endure hard practice after weak effort in Boston

%’% Ted Rulfan, The Detroit News 608 o EST Degember 31 2114
i,

Detroit — They were expecting to have a lively. spirited practice after Monday's loss and the Red Wings got
what they expacted.

The word most often used was "intense.” with a lof of skating and a few compete drills, all o get across the
message that the effort displayed in the last two games, but particularly Monday's 5-2 loss in Boston, wasn't
sroeniable

{Photo; Charles Krupa / Associated | N& MBssage was clear” Kyle Quincey said. “The compete level has to be better®
Press)

The Red Wings have an opporiunity to demonstrate the message has gotten across tonight when the New
Jersey Devils visit for the traditional New Year's Eve game at Joe Louis Arena.

"It happens during the course of a year and you have to just make sure that those (streiches) are short," Herrik Zetterberg said, "We've had a few JRMes
here where we haven't been happy with the way we've performed. The good thing is we have & chance to make it better.”

Zatterberg was adamant in saying the team understands what needs to be fixed.

"We know we're good when we do the right stuff " Zetterberg said "We just have to go out and execute. When you execute i's & ot easier to be inthe
right spots and i's easier o work,

"Fdon't think we've tried to make a big deal out of it. You don't want to averthink and averpanic ”
A good start meght go a long way to addressing the problems the Red Wings have had.

The Red Wings haven't been pleased with the starts to the last three games. althaugh they won the first two, the second primarily because of Jimmy
Howard's goaftending.

But in Boston, a poor start put the Wings into a hole they naver fully clhimbed out of.
s not good encugh to be unprepared to do your job," coach hMike Babcook said. "The reality is you can't cheat the system.”

Babrock singled out himself, the coaching staff. and the leadershin group for not doing enough in Boston, and needing fo get the Red Wings more
prepared than they've been recently,

Mo one was happy about how we started the game (in Boston), and in Qttawa " Zetterberg said, "IPs tough to win games in this league ¥ you're having
those type of starts. We have 10 be better prepared in here and be ready for gamas. Not start playing afer 20 or 30 minuies.

"We worked ourself into the game the second half of the (game in Boston). We played good it was just the start that has fo be batter
Devilish scheme

New Jersey arives with a newly-minted three-headed coaching staff, headed by general manager Lou Lamoriello, who is temporarily DYErsesing
co-coaches Adam Oates and Scott Stevens.

The unique structure was implemenied after Lamiorelio fired former Plymouth Whalers coach Pete DeBoer on Friday after the Devils had struggled to
13th in the Eastern Conference.

Babcock feels the Davils have the people in charge to tun things around,

"Louis looking after the program as hie always has," Baboock said. "He's been ane of the great general managers for a long, long thme. He obwiously
wasn't happy with how things were going.”

o stop the Devils, Babrock thinks it's vital lo contain forward Jaromir Jagr, 42, who continues to dafy age {21 points, 15 assists),

"Modern day Gordie Howe," Babcock said, "it's the fruth. He's still an unbelievabie player &t the age he's at.”

w
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Fings endure hard practice afier weak effort in Boston

Personnel update

http:Mwww detroitnews. comy'story/sports/nhlred-wings 2014/ 1 2730/,

Jakub Kind! (sprained elbow) was placed on the shart-lerm, seven-day injured list and Xavier Quellet was recalled from Grand Rapids. Babcock said
Ouedlet, who has one goal and one assist in nine games this season with the Red Wings, with a plas-3 rating, would be dressed against the Devils.

ted kulfan@delroitnews.com

twitter.cométkulfan

Faceoff: 7.30 Wednesday. Joe Louis Arena, Detroit

TViradio: FSD/GT 1

Dutleok: The Red Wings won the previous meeting in a shootout

. ... The Devils are 2-5-3 in their last 10 games, forcing the custer of coach Pete

DeBoer... One bright spot is the power play, which ranks eighih in the league.

Read or Share this story: hitp/fdetne ws/1B32NLH
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Wings outgunned by ornery Bruins in 5-2 loss

% Tedd Kulfzn, The Detroit News  5.5% qoun EST Davamber 30 2044

Boston - Thal's two times this season now the Red Wings have had the misfortune of playing Bosion after the
Bruins suffered tough losses the game before.

fach time, the Red Wings have been on the losing side. Monday it was 5-2.

The Bruins were coming off being embarrassed 6-2 in Columbus Saturday and fooked in this game like a team

intert on wiping that inss out of thelr memary.

{Phofn: Charles Krupa / Associatad
Fress) They surely were, while the Red Wings started off poody for the third consecutive game and never could fully
TECOVer.

“They won all the battles and competed way harder” coach Mike Baboock said, "This road trip Howle (goalie Jimmy Howard) kept us in the game and
gave us a chance in Ottawa (Red Wings rallying for a 3-2 overtime win) and kept us in the game (Monday).

"As a group and coaching staff you pride yourself on having your team ready — no good. Leadership group — no good. Individually, not good enough.
'8 really simple for e Either you're working in the game or practice. We'll work, That is unacceptable

Never mind the Bruing were without star forwards Patrice Bergeron and Milan Lucic, both out with undisclosed injuries.

The Bruins were the bettar team for meost of the evening, in what was a disappointing Red Wings loss, allowing the Bruins a season-high 45 shots on net.

"We didn't play well enough,” said Niklas Kronwall. "We kept losing battles and if you keep daing that, you're not going to touch the puck. Once we did

rave the puck, we didn't exscuie.
“There was a lot of chasing.”

The Red Wings (18-2-8, 47 points) saw their modest two-game win streak end, while the Bruins (18-15-3, 41 poinds) crept closer to the leaders in the
Atlantic Division race.

Seth Griffitlys power-play goa! in the third period rastored a two-goal Bruing lead.

Bruins defenseman Zdeno Chara got control of the puck near the hoards and fed David Krejcl, who drew the Red Wings to hm while carrying the puck 1o
the edge of the circie,

Krejci found Griffith near the slot, and he created a bit, then snapped 2 shol from the circle past Howard for his sixth gosd, at 3141,
An empty-net goal by Chs Kelly at 17:34 clinched things.

“We just didn't have it going from the start” Howard said. "None of us, myseff included. We knew they were geing to come out hard, and they won every
battle in front of the net.

"No surprise what the score was ™

Justin Abdekaer and Tomas Tatar {power play) scored Red Wings goals.

Gregory Campbsll and Cart Soderherg scored lte first-period goals for Boston to smap s 1-1 fie.

On a delayed perally. the Bruins tock controf of the puck in the Red Wings zone and got the puck to Torey Krug (Livorda/Michigan State) on the point.

rug wilsashed a shot that Howard stopped, but the Bruins mainiained control around the crease. Finally, Campbell put back the rebound, giving the
Bruins & 2-1 lead.

It cidr't take long for the Bruing to make it 3-1,
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KMings outgunned by ornery Bruins in 5-2 loss i wwew detroninew s.convstory/sportsinhl/red-wings/ 2014/ 1 2290w,

Only 1:13 after Camphell scored Eriksson slipped past Brendan Smih behind the net to gat the puck, and found Sederberg along in front, who had gotten
past Brian Lashoff. Sodarberg shd the puck past Howard for his seventh goal, at 17:25.

The Red Wings thought they had a goal late in the first petiod from Tatar, but video defermined it was no goal, his stick defleciing the puck above the
height of the crossbar.

fed. kulfan@detroitnews.com

twitfer.comi/tkuifan

Read or Share this story, http:/idetne ws/TremBle
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Ex-Wolverine Luke Glendening endorses Jim Harbaugh
hire

:‘g Ted Walfun, The Detrodt Nows F230 ponr EST December 300 2004

Boston -~ Jim Marbaogh's anticipated arrival at Michigan is dominating the sports news back home, as well as in
the Red Wings' locker room at TD Garden.

Former Wolverine Luke Glendening thinks it was the perfect hire.

“It's exciting for thent to get a Michigan guy in there,” said Glendening, who hasn't had many opportunities o

brag abow! college football, with Michigan State alums Justin Abdelkader and Drew Miller as teammates. "Brady
(Phote: Davia Guranick 7 Detroif Hoke. | thought he did a good job when he was there: he's a great man, that's for sure. But things didn't work
Heiwvs) out”

Glerdening was in the U-M hockey program from 2008-12 and was an avid football fan, altending "as many games as | could in the beginning of the
SEA%01.

"They ware always fun to watch and the crowds are great.” Glendening said. "t'm sure this will (susiain that type of atmosphere).”

Most Wolverines fans had Marbaugh as their only choloe to coach the team, largely because of his background at the school, and his success in turning
around both college and NFL programs,

The hope among Wolverines fans, like Glendening, is that Harbaugh will do the same in Ann Arbor.

"His experience in the NFL is huge.” Glendening said. " dor't know a ton about foothall but | think he'll do a great job."
Banged up Bruins

The Bostan Bruins are going through the exact same thing the Red Wings endured fast season.

The Bruins have been struck with injuries all season, and Manday they found out they'll be without forwards Patrice Bergeron ard Milan Lucic against the
Red Wings.

Defensemen Zdena Chara and Adam MceQuaid, and forwards David Krejol and Brad Marchand, are other key Bruins who've missed varying amounis of
e, Chara and Krejc! being significant losses.

e tough, its one of those things you Bave to fight through adversity,” Brendan Smith said, "We went through i last year and know how it felf,

"We started beating leams and finding our identily late in the year, We scratched and clhawed for wins and theyi do the same. s lough 10 [0se 0uys ike
G Y ¥ ti Gy

that (Bergeron, Lucic), especially your big boys, but at the end of the day vou can't take anyone lighthy”

lce chips

Jakub Kindl (uppar body) is out for Monday night's game, with Brian Lashoff back it the lineun. Kindl hurt himself during Sunday's practice.

... Bruins cogoh Claude Julien feels there is a budding rivaky between the teams since the Red Wings were placed in the Eastern Conference.

"We always have good games against each other and they're not dirty games.” Julien said. "They're hard games. Again, they're for the mast part close
games. There's no doubt that there's mutual respect that exists between both teams and | feel there's a rivalry, maybe not our top rivalry, bt there's a
rivalry there for sure”

fad. kuffan@detroinews.com

fwitfer comi/ifkuiian

Read or Share this story: hitp//detne wsi1aFLd2

[
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Detroit Red Wings increase intensity in practice following
consecutive poor performances

Justin Abdelkader 12-29-14

Boston Bruins defenseman Matt Bartkowski tries to clear Red Wings forward Justin Abdelkader from the crease,
{The Associated Press)

Ansar Khan | akhani@miive.com By Ansar Khan | akhanl@milive.com

Follow an Twitter

on December 30, 2014 at 6:31 PM, updated December 30, 2014 at 7:23 PM

"I wouldn't say we're worried; we have to be better. I think If today's message sinks in we'll be fine." -~ Kyle

Quincey

DETROIT - The Detroit Red Wings were prepared for a more intense practice on Tuesday, a day after coach Mike

Babcock criticized their competes level and work ethic in a 5-2 loss to the Boston Bruins.

Team captain Henrik Zetterberg cailed it a good, fun practice.

"Alot of energy and a lot of skating,” Zetterberg said. "You need that sometimes just to hit the restart button.”
The Red Wings need to regroup. They've played catch-up hockey the past three games (leading for oniy 8:20
during that stretch}, They showed little spark in Saturday's 3-2 overtime victory at Ottawa, which goaitender

Jimmy Howard essentially stole. And Babcock referred to Monday's performance as a big-time disappointment.

"We can't seem to get started on the road at all,” Babcock said, "That responsibility lies with me but also with our

leadership group and cur whole room. IH's not good enough to be unprepared ta do your job."

Said defenseman Kyle Quincey: "Some teams are more skilled than you and other teams maybe have better
goaltending on certain nights, but you can compete as hard or harder than the other team. That was the

message today.”

The Red Wings close out the calendar year Wednesday against the New Jersey Deviis at Joe Louis Arena,
renewing their traditional New Year's Eve game that didn't take place the past two seasons due to the lockout

and the Winter Classic,

AL 19-9-9, Detroit is only three points behind the Eastern Conference-leading Tampa Bay Lightning, so this is far

from a crisis.

Still, the slow starts and lack of urgency doesn't sit well with Babcock. He wants his team to do a better job

1203172014 738 AN



Jetrost Red Wings increase imtensity in pracuce following consecutive .. hupVblogamitve comfredwings impact/printhtmi Tentry=/2014/1 2/detro.

boxing out at their net and attacking the opposition's net while winning more races and battles for the puck.

"I think it happens every year, but the reality is you can't cheat the system,” Babcock said. "Whean you cheat the

system you end up with lots of L's. So it's straightforward, we've got to be way better.”

Zetterberg termed it more of a challenge than a concern. He said the leadership group is trying not to make a big

deal out of it. It happens over the course of a season.

"You don't want to over-think and over-panic,” Zetterberg said. "We know we're good when we do the right stuff.
We just got to execute. When you execute it's easier to be in the right spot and when you're in the right spot it's

easier to work, 5o it's not just that you have to skate, you have te use your brain, foo.”

Said defenseman Jonathan Ericsson: "It's not from lack of preparation, physicaily or mentally, because everyone

is doing more {to prepare) now than in the past.”

It's not just a matter of working harder, they must execute better,

"Once we have the puck, where does the puck end up after that?" Zetterberg said. "A lot of times we have the
puck and all of a sudden they have the puck. That creates momentum for them and spending a lot of time in our

own end. It just takes a lot of energy out of us.”

They're going to need a lot of energy over the next two months, with 17 out of 23 games on the road starting

Saturday at Vancouver.

"We know what's coming up here,” Zetterberg said. "We have a tough stretch with a lot of road games and we

have to be better if we want to be in the race.”

The team is confident in its abilities,

"t wouldn't say we're worrted; we have to be better,” Quincey said. "I think if today's messaqge sinks in we'li be

fine.”

Gustavsson practices, no time frame

Goaltender Jonas Gustavsson on Tuesday practiced with the team for the first time since suffering a dislocated

shoulder on Nov. 5.

Gustavsson, who's been on the lce for a few weeks, working out before and after practices, had no specific time
g P

frame for his return, saying he's week 1o week.

"I stili have some work to do on the shoulder,” Gustavsson said. "This is the first time [ actually took part in some

drilfs, BEven though it was a few shots it was stiil fun to be part of the team practice for a little hit."
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He added, "I know the last part of it is supposed to be the longest, that's when the healing process siows down a

little bit. T feel like I'm getting stronger, but I don't feel I'm where [ want to be with my range of motion.™

Jagr: Modern Day Gordie

Fodem Eimms ] oo oo e -

v 1 H H i H e Vo A e am e e
Bahcock naid auite a compliment to Jaremir Ja ¢ making his final appearance at Joe Louis Arena

Wednesday with the Devils.

"They've got the modern day Gordie Howe in Jagr on their team,” Babcock said, "It's the truth, he's still an

unbelievable player at the age he's at."

lagr, 42, is tied for the team lead with 21 points (including six goals). He's likely to be dealt before the March 2

trade deadline, since the Devils are going nowhere.

-- Download the Detroit Red Wings on MLive app for iPhone and Android

-~ Follow Ansar Khan and Brendan Savage on Twitier

-- Like MLive's Detroit Red Wings Facebook page

© 2014 MLive.com. All rights reserved.

of 2 12/3172014 7:58 AN



Led Wings recall defenseman Xavier Ouellet, place Jakub Kind! (sprai. . htp/blogamlsve comvredwings impactprint bl 7entry=2014/12/red

Red Wings recall defenseman Xavier Quellet, place Jakub Kindl

Red Wings vs. Philadelphia Fiyers 11-26-14

Defenseman Xavier Ouellet, defending Philadelphia Flyers right wing Wayne Simmonds, has a pius-3 rating with
Detroit this seascen. (The Associated Press)

Ansar Khan | akhanl@miive.com By Ansar Khan | akhani@mlive.com

Follow on Twitter

on December 30, 2014 at 1:38 PM, updated December 30, 2014 at 2:04 PM

DETROIT -- The Detroit Red Wings have recalled defenseman Xavier Queilet from the Grand Rapids Griffins and

placed Jakub Kindi on short-term injured reserve with a sprained elbow.

Ouellet will be in the lineup Wednesday against the New Jersey Devils at Joe Louis Arena (7:30 p.m., Fox Sports
Detroit) and will accompany the team on its three-game road trip to Western Canada that starts Saturday in

Vancouver,

Ouellet, a good puck-mever who's solid defensively, has appeared in nine games for the Red Wings this season
(one goal, one assist, plus-3 rating), He's not in Detroit permanently due to the lack of a roster spot when

everyone is healthy.
Kindl injured his elbow in practice Sunday. He was on the ice today before practice, testing it.

The Red Wings went through a short (35 minutes) but high-paced and intense practice today. The message from
coach Mike Babcock was they didn't work hard encugh during what he labeled an embarrassing 5-2 loss to

the Boston Bruins Monday at TD Garden,

Here are the lines and defense pairs they skated with:
Henrik Zetterberg-Pave! Datsyuk-Justin Abdelkader
Tomas Tatar-Riley Sheahan-Tomas Jurco

Jobhan Franzen-Darren Helm-Gustav Nyquist

Drew Miller-Luke Glendening-Stephen Weiuss

Joakim Andersson and Danidel Cleary rotated in.
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On defense:

Jonathan Ericsson-Niklas Kronwall

Danny DeKeyser-Kyle Quincey

Brendan Smith-Brian Lashoff

In goah:

Jimmy Howard

Petr Mrazek

Jonas Gustavsson

-~ Download the Detroit Red Wings on MLive app for iPhone and Android

-- Follow Ansar Khan and Brendan Savage on Twitter

-- Like MLive's Detroit Red Wings Facebook page

© 2014 MLive.com. All rights reserved.
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Red Wings' Mike Babcock vows team will work harder after getting
embarrassed by Bruins

Loading Photo Gallery

Ansar Khan | akhani@mlive.com 8y Ansar Khan | akhanl@milive.com

Follow on Twitter

on December 30, 2014 at 1.01 AM, updated December 30, 2014 at 9:39 AM

"We're grown men; we should know how to prepare. We got to be better than this, Not good.” -- Mike Babcock

BOSTON - The Boston Bruins were depleted by injuries and have heen scuffiing the past month. They were

whipped in their previcus game and were bound to battle back with a better effort at home Monday.
The Detroit Red Wings knew this and vowed to be prepared and start on time.

Instead, they were flat from the start and chased the puck most of the night, resuiting in what coach Mike

Babcock described as an embarrassing, ridiculous and unacceptabie performance in a 5-2 loss at TD Garden.
The Red Wings {19-9-9) yielded season highs in goals and shots {(45).

"As a group and as a coaching staff we pride curselves in preparation and having our team ready,” Babcock said.
"No good. Leadership group, no good. Individually, no good. Not good encugh. No way. If's real simple for me:
You're either going to work in the games or you're going to work in practice, but we're going to work. That is

unacceptable.”

It sounds like they will have an interesting practice Tuesday at Joe Louis Arena as they prepare to host the New

Jersey Devils on Wednesday.

"It's like anything; if vou're humbled and embarrassed by the way you play vou do something about it," Babcock

said. "I can tell you I am, because that's ridiculous.”

The Bruins, coming off a 6-2 loss Saturday i Columbus and missing two key forwards, Patrice Bergeron and

Milan Lucic, jumped all over the Red Wings in the first period, outshooting them 19-12 and taking a 3-1 lead,

"We just didn't have It going from the beginning, none of us, myself included,” Red Wings goaltender Jimmy
Howard said. "I'm more than capabie of stealing a game for the team and carrying that workload, but tonight

just wasn't meant to be.

"We knew they were going to be angry, the way they got handled the other night in Columbus. Fveryone was
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talking around here in Boston that they were going to come at us hard and they won every battle in front of the

net, theirs and ours. It's no surprise what the score was.”
The score would have been much worse if not for Howard.

"Me can't be standing on his head every night," Niklas Kronwall said. "I thought he couldn't do much more than
he did. He kept us in the game long encugh. 1 thought Howie was cutstanding again tonight. The rest of us got to
be better than that.”

The Red Wings hung around for a while in a bid to win their third game In a row when trailing after two periods.
They had some good chances to tie it early in the third peried before Seth Griffith's power-play goal at 5:11 gave
Boston a 4-2 lead and basically squashed the comeback bid. Chris Kelly's empty-net goal with 2:26 rernaining

sealed it.

"You can't play catch-up hockey, it's ridicuious,” Babcock said. "We're grown men; we should know how to

prepare. We got to be better than this. Not good.”
Tomas Tatar's power-play goal at 15:10 of the second cut Boston's lead to 3-2.

" think we worked ourselves into the game,” Red Wings captain Henrik Zetterberg said. "The second half of this

game we played OK, but the hole was a little too big tonight.”
The Bruins put the Red Wings on their heeis immediately after the opening faceoff. Reilly Smith scored at 244,
The Red Wings tied it at 11:21 on Justin Abdelkader's no-look backhand shot past Tuukka Rask.

But the Bruins re-established control by getting goais from Gregory Campbell at 16:12 and Carl Scderberg at
17:25.

“They won all the battles, ali the races, they competed way harder than us,” Babcock szid. "Howie kept us in the
game and gave us a chance in Ottawa (Saturday). Howie kept us in the game when we were down one goal in
the third tonight.”

Babcock said his team knew it was "going to have a tiger by the tail" and had to compete hard. But they didn't do
it.

"With our structure the way itis, if we don't have puck pressure they're going to end up doing that to you,”
Babcock said. "So if we're not going to work hard, we got to change the way we play. But I think what we'll do is
we'll choose to work hard.”

-~ Download the Detroit Red Wings on MLive app for iPhone and Android

-- Follow Ansar Khan snd Brendan Savage on Twitter
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Bruins 5, Red Wings 2: Injury-depleted Boston applies heavy
pressure on Detroit, Jimmy Howard

Loading Photo Gallery

Ansar Khan | akhani@mlive.com By Ansar Khan |} akhanl@miive.com
Follow on Twitter
on December 29, 2014 at 9:43 PM, updated December 30, 2014 at 2:46 AM

BOSTON - The Detroit Red Wings had won two games in a row when trailing after two periods.

But playing catch-up hockey finally caught up to the Red Wings on Monday. They were flat early and couldn't fully

recover, osing 5-2 to the depleted Boston Bruing at TD Garden.

Despite missing key injured forwards Patrice Bergeron and Milan Lucic, the Bruins applied a lot of pressure in the

offensive zone and put 45 shots on goal, including 19 in a dominant first period.

Justin Abdelkader and Tomas Tatar scored for the Red Wings, who fell to 19-9-9, The Bruins improved to
19-15-3.

Trailing 3-2, the Red Wings had some good opportunities to tie it in the first few minutes of the third period. But a
hooking penalty to Brian Lashoff proved costly as Seth Griffith scored on the power play at 5:11 to give the Bruins
a two-goal cushion, Griffith took a pass from David Krejcl and fired a shot from the faceoff circle that beat Nmmy

Howard high on the glove side.

The Red Wings registerad no shots during a power play with five minutes remaining. Chris Kelly scored into an

empty net with 2:26 to play to seal the win,
Tuukka Rask made 28 saves for the Bruins, who rebounded after a 6-2 loss at Columbus on Saturday,

After being dominated in the first pericd, the Red Wings pushed back a little in the second, outshooting Boston
12-11.

They scored the only goal of the period, from Tatar on the power play at 15:10. It was his 15th goal, tying him

for the team lead with Gustav Nyquist,

The Bruins outskated and outworked the Red Wings by a wide margin in the first period, They were hard to
handle around the net, cutshooting the Red Wings 19-12 to take a 3-1 lead.
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Boston scored twice ina span of 1:13 to snap a 1-1 tie.

Gregory Campbell banged in a rebound at 16:12 during a delayed penalty on Tomas Jurco. The Bruins did a good
job of maintaining possession in the offensive zone. At one point, Cari Soderberg, lying flat on the ice, poked the

puck to Torey Krug to keep the play alive.

Soderberg made it 3-1 at 17:25. Loui Eriksson grabbed the rebound of a shot by Kevan Miller behind the net and

passed to Soderberg on the other side, who fired it in before Howard could get across.

The Red Wings thought they had cut the lead to 3-2 on a goal by Tatar with 1:02 to play. The referees initially
signaled a goal but revearsed their cali after huddling.

The play was reviewed by the league office, where officials determined that Tatar's stick was above the height of

the crossbar when he made contact with the puck, after a fluttering shot from Niklas Kronwall.

The Red Wings appeared to get their legs back when Abdelkader scored on a no-look backhand shot at 11:21 to

tie it at 1-1. It was his ninth goal. The Red Wings were 7-0-0 coming into the game when Abdetkader scores.
Reilly Smith had opened the scoring at 2:44 on a blast from the point through a screen. Dougie Hamilton's work

behind the net enabled him to get the puck to Smith,

-- Download the Detroit Red Wings on MLive app for iPhone and Android
-- Like MLive's Detroit Red Wings Facebook page

€ 2014 Mlive.com. All rights reserved.
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By BRETT CYRGALIS

FARMERS BRANCH, Texas —
“T knew it was coming eventu-
ally” Tanner Glass said, a tired
smile aoross his face.

What the Rangers’ rugged for-
wardd knew was the questions
about his place in the Lneup
were inevitable, and all the more
pressing after a game like Mon-
day night, when he took two bad
penalties en route to a 3-2 loss o
the Stars in Dallas that ended the
Blueshirts’ eight-game winning
streak.

“If you're having ap-and-dawn
games, and your play starts o
have waves to it, ehbs and flows,
then you've put yourself in danger
of coming out of the lineap,” Glass
said after Tuesday's practice. “So
you try 1o be consistent, try to
miake vourself useful to the team
every night. But when you have a
night like [Monday ] night, when 1
probably hurt the team more than
Ihelped, it's not a lot of fun”

It would stilt be somewhat sur-
prising if Glass weren't in the
lineup for Wednesday's game
against the Panthers in Sunrise,
Fia,, the Rangers annual New

Year’s Eve visit there. For one rea-
son or another, coach Alain Vi-
gneaalt has seemingly set aside
roster spots for Glass and veteran
Lee Stempniak, even if he's not
willing t concede that's the case.

“1 would say [Glass] brings an
element of physicality that we
don’t have a ot of) Vigneault
said when asked a direct ques-
tion ahout
ass' role on
the team. “Like
what 1 said
about Lee, he's
got to earn his
regular  spot
on the team,
like anybody
els

R

s true Glass is one of the few
physical plavers on the Rangers
(19-11-4), an element of their
game that seems to be lacking,
Although Monday's game got
chippy at times, the Blueshints
recorded only I3 total hits, the
team-leader being S-foot-5 Mats
Zuccareilo.

Se both Glass and Vigneanlt
have found ways (o quantify the
player’s worth, which is another
way of bringing eves away from

= Wednesday
RANGERS
AT PANTHERS (¥

his stat line of zero goals, one as-
sist, and a team-worst (by far)
minus-2  rating  through 29
games.

“For me, I measure my game on
different things than goals, assists
and even plus-minus, but it's easy
to say that when you have g few
numbers,” Glass said. “When I
look at my season so far, its
tough to ignore
the zero goals,
minus-double-
digits now. But
same
fme, T try not
to  focus on
that stuff, and
be  positive.
And I do know
that I impact that game in other
ways that other guys dont”

So the rotating lineup spot has
seeringly come down to IT
Miller and Jesper Fast, and is a
battle for the role of right wing
on the fourth line, With Miller,
Vigneault has a mercurial talent,
In: Fast, he has a plaver who is de-
fensively responsible and offen-
sively absent.

T choose between them, and
then Glass and Stempniak — not

=

CHECK DOWN: Tanner
Giasgs, taking a hit from
the Leafs’ Jake Gardiner
fast month, remains one
of the Rangers’ to-ﬁ 12
forwards, despite his fack

of offensive production
this season. AP

to mention when and if Anthony
Druclair comes back from World
Juniors — is the puzzle the coach
deals with every night,

“There is a tough balancing act
there that vou have to do” Vi-
gnemult suid. “The most iapor-
tant thing st that time is that
game, and those two poings that
are up for grabs. But also, when
vou look at the big picrure and
the 82 games and the decisions
you make and where a player is
now and where a player might be,
that might improve your team.

“So those are the balancing acts
that you have to do. The roles that
plavers have on the team, also,
and who are you plaving against?
Do you need a more skilled
lineup, do you need a quicker
lineup, 2 gritder lineup? Thars
what you try to do, Semetimes it
works out, sometimes it doesnt”

Glass, 31, came in on a three-
vear, $4.35 million deal, and he
Enows his performance is start-
ing to muddy the immediate
evaluation of his signing,

“Tve been in this role for seven
years now,” Glass said. “It's part
of the job.”

beyrgalis@nyposi.com




By BRETT CYRGALIS

FARMERS BRANCH, Texas —
Dan Girardi seemed fine hate
Monday night, not so much
Tuesday afternoon,

The Rangers defensersan had
taken a puck to the ankie during
the 3-2 loss to the Stars in Duallas,
and he finished the game with-
out missing a shift. Afterward, he
was bruised but said he felt O}

i

He then was the only player to
miss Tuesday’s practice, limping
badly, Even though he said it was
“all good,” his status for Wednes-
day against the Panthers in Sun-
rise, Fla,, is in question,

“Tough for me to give vou 2
percentage” coach Alain WVi-
greault said. “Game-time deci-
sion. His ankle is a little swollen
fromy that shot. So we'll see how
he reacts overnight, and to the
flight. Our training staf is pretry
positive that he'll be able to 55"
and so is he, so we'll see how he
is [Wednesday ] morning.”

B> Vigneault said Henrik Lum-
dagvist will get the start in nets,
his fourth start in a row and
ninth in the past 10 games, He
had his personal seven-game
winning streak snapped on Mon-
day, while the Rangers’ eight-
game winning streak was broken,

P Maybe captain Ryan Me-
Donagh isnt plaving up to hig
standard on a nightly basis, but he
said §t was't because of any ln-
gering physical issue.

Having missed 11 games earlier
in the season due to 3 separated
shoulder, MeDonagh was asked if
he were dealing with any pain.,

“No,” hie answered. Asked if hes
were dealing with any bumps
and bruises, like most players
are at this time of year, he said,
“No, I'm feeling good.”

P Defenseman John Moore
played his second straight game
Monday afrer being a healthy
scrateh for the previous four, Vi
gneault wasn't exactly enam-
ored with his performance,

“Sometimes  the decisions
Johnny makes — some led to
Grade-A opportanities for us, and
the courlter side to thar was some
decisions with the puck led to
some Grade-A opportunities for
them,” Vigneault said, “So vou
saw the mix of both werlds,
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NHL awards watch: Is Rangers' Rick Nash a legitimate MVP
candidate?

St Louis Blues v New York Rangers

Left winger Rick Nash has helped keep the Rangers in the playoff race. (Bruce Bennett/Getty Images)
Rich Chere | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com By Rich Chere | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com
Email the author | Follow on Twitter

on December 30, 2014 at 11:29 PM, updated December 31, 2014 at 7:24 AM

Rick Nash's struggle to score during the 2014 Stanley Cup playoffs was a running theme. Although the Rangers
got to the Stanley Cup Final, some believe it might have been a different cutcome had Nash been a factor

against the Los Angeles Kings.

In Game 5, Nash had a chance to score in overtime with an open net, but couldn’t bury it. That play summed

up his postseason.

He has rebounded this season with 23 goals in 34 games so far. Few are mentioning him for the Hart Trophy as

MVP, but if he is the reason the Rangers make the playoffs, that could change.
Here's how NJ.com sees the NHL awards race so far:
HART TROPHY (MVP)

1. Patrick Kane, Chicago (18-22-40, 5 game-winning goals, 37 games): The marguee matchup in this vear’s
Winter Classic wilt be Kane vs. Alex Ovechkin. His five game-winning goals are tied for the league tead and he is

plus-11 as the heart of a powerful Blackhawks squad.
2. Rick Nash, New York Rangers (23-13-36, 3 power play goals, 34 games). He's kept the Rangers in the playoff
race with his scoring and plays against many of the top opposing lines. Interestingly, Nash claims his complete

game was better last season.

3. Steven Stamkos, Tampa Bay (20-18-38, 6 power play goals, 38 games): His 20th goal of the season was the

game-winner to cap a Lightning comeback against the Maple Leafs. That sums him up.

NORRIS TROPHY {Top defenseman)

1. Duncan Keith, Chicago (6-17-23, plus-14, 36 games): With teammate Brent Seabrack, they form as dynamic a
pair of defensemen as there is in the NHL right now. Keith is sixth in scoring among Blackhawks players and logs

26 minutes a game doing the hard wark,

2. Mark Giordano, Calgary (10-25-35, plus-17, 38 games): His 35 points (ead all defensemen. The Flames’

fofl 1273172014 7:45 AN
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3i-year-old captain called defense partner T.J. Brodie the best player on the team but Giordano is the top man

on a club with three players in the top 16 in scoring among D-men.

3. Shea Weber, Nashville (8-17-25, plus-13 in 36 games). The Predaters are among the NHL's best in keeping
their goals-against down. Two reasons: Weber and goalie Pekka Rinne. Weber averages 26:30 per game in ice

fime.

VEZINA TROPHY {Top goaltender)

1. Pekka Rinne, Nashville (24-6-2, 1.88 GAA, .934 save pct.): In a battle of the Central Division’s powers, Rinne

lost to the Blackhawks in overtime. He isn’t perfect, but he’s been the league’s best in goal so far.

2. Marc-Andre Fleury, Pittshurgh (19-6-3, 2.16 GAA, 1927 save percentage): His six shutouts lead the NHL. If the
Penguins are able to weather their recent problems, Fieury will be one of the key reasons. He's won a Stanley

Cup and an Olympic gold medal, but never a Vezina.

3. Carey Price, Montreal (20-9-1, 2.19 GAA, .928 save percentage): The Canadiens’ most important player this
season, he got off to a slow start and has reminded everyone why he was such a loss when he got hurt in the

playoffs last spring. The Habs went seven straight games in which they allowed two goals or less.

CALDER TROPHY (Rookie of the Year)

1. Filip Forsberg, Nashville {14-21-35, plus-22, 36 games): He's got four game-winning goals and three on the
power play. Forsberg isn't afraid to shoot the puck. He leads all rookies with 115 shots. That's 32 more than

anyaone else,

2. Johnny Gaudreau, Calgary (12-18-30, plus-12, 37 games): The 21-year-old New Jersey native was the NHL's

first star for the week ending Dec. 28. He had 5 goals during that week and was plus-5.
3. Michael Hutchinson, Winnipeg {(9-3-2, 1.87 GAA, .937 save percentage): The Boston Bruins chose not to re-sign
as a restricted free agent two summers ago and now he leads the NHL in save percentage. After 15 games, he

could make Ondrej Pavelec the Jets’ backup,

Johnny Gaudreau's natural hat trick:
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Ovechkin arrival key to hockey growth in D.C. region

Tuesday, 12.30.2014 / 4:00 PM / 2015 Bridgestone NHL Winter Classic - Blackhawks vs. Capitals
By Corey Masisak - NHL.com Staff Writer

WASHINGTON -- On a balmy Sunday afternoon in Reston, Va., a couple dozen young hockey players are trying to
wait patiently for the ice resurfacing machine to complete its duty. They're fidgety, anxious to get out on the ice.

This region's sporting culture long has been dominated by the professional football team, but at the same time these
kids were bumping into each other and swaying in anticipation, that football team was slogging to the end of another
disappointing season on the cther side of the District of Columbia and these young athletes (and their parents) don't
seem the least bit concerned.

Youth hockey has exploded in the B.C. region. The level of participation has increased because of several factors. The
biggest was the arrivat in America’s capitol city of & Russian dynamo on skates who has altered the Washington
Capitals' position in the marketplace and helped the growth of the sport in ways few probably could have imagined.

When Alex Ovechkin leads the Capitals against the Chicago Biackhawks in the 2015 Bridgestone NHL Winter Classic
at Nationals Park on Thursday, there will be hockey fans young and old in the baseball stadium who have embraced
the sport and the franchise because of his presence,

“1 think without a doubt, Alexander Ovechkin coming to the Washington Capitals has increased the amount of young
hockey players in the area exponentially,” said Dan Houck, Hockey Director for Team Maryland, one of two Tier |
youth programs in the area. "I think he's had a tremendous impact.”

There were fewer than 8,700 hockey players registered with USA Hockey in 1997-98 through the Potomac Valley
Amateur Hockey Association, which is the regicn that covers Maryland, Virginia and the District of Columbia. By
2011-12, the total was more than 19,000, according to registration totals provided by John Coleman, director of the
PVAHA.

The increase has happened at all levels, including youth and adult hockey. Participation by young girls grew by more
than 17 percent just last season. It hasn't all been Ovechkin, but he's played a part in some of the other factors as
wedl,

Washington's rise to power in the NHL with former coach Bruce Boudreau, and the team’s move into & new practice
facility in Arlington, Va., were part of the impetus for a big spike. From 2008-09, the year after Boudreau arrived,
Ovechkin scorea 65 goals to win League MVP honors and the Capitals reached the Stanley Cup Playoffs for the first
time in five years, to 2011-12, the number of registered players younger than 8 vears old increased by nearly 63
percent.

USA Hockey has focused much of its efforts to expand the sport in this country on kids at the youngest age levels.
The Capitals, in their part to help hockey in the area, have done the same and the region has become one of the
fastest-growing in the nation.

"I grew up teliing people in fifth or sixth grade that was I going to hockey practice and the response was, 'What is
that? Where on earth around here do you go to play that? Why do vou not play football or baseball?" Matt Flynn,
Manager of Events and Marketing for the Capitals, said.

Flynn and Peter Robinson, who grew up in the region plaving hockey, head up the Capitals' efforts to impact the
growing youth hockey community in the area.

M

Are your parents Canadian? That was one that [ got a lot,” said Robinsen, the Capitals’ Manager of Community
Reiations and Amateur Hockey.

"Now when you tell someone you play hockey and live in Reston, they ask, 'Which of the six rinks clasest to you do
you play in?' it is common knowledge now. You're not that weird kid who plays a sport no one else does. We really
try to pump a lot of our efforis into the younger kids. There are the learn-to-play programs. In games you'll see Mites
On Ice, which are the 7- and 8-year-olds, and the pre-game flag kids which are the next age group up. It's the ittle
kids, trying te get them excited and keep them in the game, is where our efforts really go.”
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Everything changed for hockey in Washington because of a Ping-Pong ball. The Capitals had made a surprising run to
the Stanley Cup Final in 1998, but the team aged and slid backwards from that point.

Enter Ovechkin, whom the Capitals chose with the first pick in the 2004 NHL Draft after winning the lottery. That
phrase proved literal in more ways than one.

Ovechkin guickly became one of the best players in the NHL More than that, he was one of the most entertaining,
one of the most gregarious. He was a marketing dream, and a sports superhero for kids in the region.

"There was definitely a spike with [Ovechkin]," Robinson said of youth hockey participation. "It was kind of this
"Ovechkin Wave," as people have referred to it. There were all these kids in the first year or two after he joined the
team that started playing hockey. There was a huge jump and it was all because of Alex. We've seen this giant wave
progress through the age groups. You can tell when they started and that there was an Ovechkin effect.”

Parents became fans and wanted their kids to play hockey. Kids became fans and told their parents they wanted
skates for their birthday instead of cleats or the newest pair of Air Jordans.

"We have over 800 kids who play in our program,” said Kevin Burch, president of the Reston Raiders hockey club and
a coach in the program for 15 years. "It used (o be that we would be able to fill our program, but after Alex's first or

second year we were using walting fists a day or two Info the registration process. We've seen 2 huge inferest in the

Learn To Play program and that has continued. The desire to play definitely increased rapidly.”

Olie Kolzig helped the Capitals to the Stanley Cup Final in 1998 and also s partly rasponsible for the growth of youth
hockey in the area, particularly the number of quality goaltenders who grew up emulating him,

Five of the 14 piayers from the area playing NCAA hockey are goaltenders, including Miami (Ohic) junior Jay
Williams, whose parents had season tickets while Kolzig was patrolling the crease for the Capitals.

"I think there was a lof of exciternent [in 1998]," Kolzig said. "It probably led a lot of kids to say, 'Och, I want to be
a hockey player.” We were on TV a lot and there was so much excitement,

"Anytime yvou have a player like Alex Ovechkin who makes hockey the coolest sport in town, he single-handedly
probably had the biggest influence oy growing youth hockey in the area. There's no doubt it has gotten even bigger
since he came.”

Kids who are 10 years old now were born the year Washington drafted Ovechkin. Multiple youth coaches in the area
sald the jevel of talent noticeably is better in the younger age groups than it was a decade ago.

More of them are probably going to want to play on the wing and jumyp into the glass after they score goals, too.

"When we bought the team and I could find the original plans, we wanted to focus on helping to grow the game with
young people,” Capitals owner Ted Leonsis said. "We did that, We had lots of meetings with rink owners and
managers. We had youth hockey coaches meeting with our coaches. We would recycie equipment and help
fundraisers. We did a iot, but as the team got better and Alex exploded on the scene, all of a sudden it was, Hey,
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we've got a really, really great player right here.’ All of & sudden you'd see ali these kids wearing No. § jerseys at the
arena.”

During the 2006-07 season, before Ovechkin and the Capitals began their ascent to title contender status in the
foltowing seasons, the team moved into & new practice facility on top of a shopping mall. Kettler Capitals Iceplex
provided a home base for the organization and the team, and the dividends have extended to youth hockey.

Eight stories up in Arlingten, at the Ballston Common Mall, are two ice sheets, a Capitals team store, a large pro shop
and a centrat hub for the Northern Virginia hockey community.

"I think Kettler did put it over the top because at the time there wasn't any ice inside the beltway and Kettler
became such a draw for D.C, and Northern Virginia," Leonsis said. "It stilf is the worid-class, cool rink in the area, but
it also didn't draw away from other places’ business. We kind of expanded the market. We sold a lot of ice here, hut
the success of the Caps and Alex has sort of driven the business for everyone in the area. We've been spiraling up
and I think the numbers speak for themselves.”

Before Kettier opened, the Capitals practiced at Piney CGrchard in Odenton, Md., which is closer to the Inner Harbor in
Baitimore than the National Mall. Before that, they practiced a tiny rink in Mount Vernon, Va.

Flynn, & Reston resident, worked part-time in the pro shop at Piney Orchard because the Capitals were there. His
marning commute was often two hours because of the area's rush-hour traffic.

"That building is old. It was dark. It was out of the way. At the time it served its purpose,” Flynn said. "Being here
at Kettler], it is metro accessible. It is close to where they're playing {at Verizon Center]. The facilities are top
notch, When we have an alumni player come back who used to be at those old places -- we just had [former Capitals
goaltender] Al Jensen here -- he just goes, 'This is unbelievable. I'd have been in the Hall of Fame if we had facilities
like this. We got dressed in a trailer {at Mount Vernon] and we had one exercise bike the whole team wouid share if
anyone got up on time to use i,

Al of Washington's practices at Kettler are open to the public. On a normal weekday thers might be a couple
hundred people sitting in the stands. On a weekend or schoot holiday, the main 1,200-seat rink is near capacity.

When the Capitals play the Philadelphia Flyers every other year at Kettler in a rookie game before the main training
camp begins, fans have to show a free ticket to patronize a standing-room only rink.

Players like Mike Knuble, Matt Hendricks and Jason Chimera have sons and daughters in the youth hockey program
at Kettler and have helped out as coaches. Dan lablonic, hockey director for the Washington Littie Capitals, said
Chimera was on the ice for a youth practice the morning after he broke his nose in a game earller this season,

“T used to live downtown and we would drive out to Piney Orchard. It was about a 40-minute drive and it sort of
seemed like you were away from everything,” Capitals forward Brooks Laich sald. "When we got to Kettler, we got a
grade-A, top-of-the-line place to train and practice and develop as hockey players and as a team. It has really
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brought everybody to within probabily a five-mile radius of Kettler. Now with the proximity to the rink, fans will see
guys at the grocery store or walking down the street, You'll see them at the Whole Foods in Clarendon or the Apple
Store, Everyone s really close now. It makes it feels like a community.

"For a kid, 1 don’t think there is anything better. Kids here are exposed to the game and to their heroes. Every day
they have a chance to go and see their favorite players and get an autograph or take a picture with them. I'll never
forget some great advice | was given as a young player. It was to never underestimate what impact just one meeting
with a young child can have on his or her fife."

Jeff Halpern was the first locally raised and trained hockey player to reach the NHL. One of Kolzig's teammates with
the Capitals, Mark Tinordi, had a son who spent plenty of time wandering around the Washington jocker room as a
kid, and Jarred Tinordi played for Team Maryland before becoming the region's first locaily trained player to become a
first-round NHL draft pick, when the Montreal Canadiens selected him with the 22nd pick of the 2010 NHL Draft.

William Nylander, currently playing for Sweden at the 2015 IHHMF Weorkd Junior Championship and a 2014 first-round
pick (Mo, 8) by the Toronto Maple Leafs, played for Houck and Team Maryland while his father, Michaal Nylander,
spent four seasons with the Capitals.

The next locally trained first-round pick might be Graham McPhee. The son of formear Washingten general manager
George McPhee, Graham plays with the United States National Teamn Development Program in Ann Arbor, Mich., after
playing for Team Maryland and the famed Shattuck-5t. Mary's prep school in Minnescta where Sidney Crosby and
Jonathan Toews once roamed the halls. He's committed to play at Boston College beginning with the 2016-17
season.

Williams went undrafted after playing for the Reston Raiders and then in the United States Hockey League, but is
currently a junior for Miami with a 12-2-0 record, a 1.66 goals-against average and a .923 save percentage for the
No. 6 teamn in the country in both major NCAA polis.

Sam Anas, a sophomore forward at Quinnipiac, won the Tim Taylor Award as the NCAA rookie of the year as a
freshman. He spent time with two area Tier I youth programs, the Little Capitals and Team Maryland, before going o
cotlege.

"I think hockey as a sport has grown, but there are a lot more programs dedicated to individual skili development,”
Burch said. "It used to be the local clubs kind of just did their thing, but there has definitely been an off-shoot of
things like the kids who are out there {on the ice] with goalie training and specific skiil development. The kids that
have been coming into the game are more skilled because there is more opportunity. And in some cases, which is
both good and bad, that it can be a year-round sport.”

As the players who began playing hackey because of Ovechkin continue to matricuiate, more elite players are sure to
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come from the D.C. region.

At the 2013 WIC the United States team had four players, Brandon Saad, John Gibson, 1.T. Miller and Vincent
Tracheck, from the Pittsburgh area, an cutburst of hockey talent that part of the country had never seen before. All
four were born fate in 1992 or in 1993, months after Maric Lemieux had led the Penguins to back-to-back Stanley
Cup titles.

Given the huge increase in hockey players in the D.C. region similar to the early 1990s boom in Pittsburgh, there
might be days like that coming in this part of the country.

"1 think people used to Lhirk, 'Onh, you've got to go away from nere to be a hockey player,’ but 1T 15 not like that
anymore," Jablonic said, "We've got enocugh quality programs in the area, and couple that with the fact that we have
the best schools in the country, why would want to send your kid away when you can play high-level hockey and go
to the best schools? That alternative is being presented and people are starting to understand that now.”

In other areas of the country, one of the impediments for growth is the cost of doing business in the sport, The
Washington region is cne of the most affiuent in the nation, so that's not a problem for many of the kids here,

The issue is not finding kids to ptay hockey, but rather finding a place for them to play. Registration numbers have
teveled off the past couple of seasons, but it's not that interest has not waned, as the number of new players remalins
steady. There just aren't enocugh sheets of ice and time slots in the day to support ancther spike in participation,.

“We definitely need more ice facilities in the area,” Burch said. "We fill up our programs within a day and we're
turning kids away. They're then going to one of the other facilities which are also maxed out. There are kids who
want to play that can't because the resources are Himited."

Burch said the Raiders are trying to work with the owners of SkateQuest in Reston to add a third sheet for the
compiex. The Capitals are involved with Fort Dupont, a rink in Washington, D.C., that is about to undertake an
expansion process that will add a second sheet,

The interest, in part because of Ovechkin and the Capitals’ involverment as well as USA Hockey's effort to grow the
game through the American Development Model, has led to a surge in youth hockey in this area.

That has led to increases in lots of different ways. High school hockey has expanded incredibly. College hockey at the
club level has expanded exponentially. Adult feagues are booming.

"l was at the Maryland prep championship game last year, and one of the league commissioners said, 'If you know
anybody who has enough money to build a warehouse with Tike six sheets of ice and just basic locker rcoms, you
could sell the whole thing cut for a year in 45 minutes,” Flynn said. "There is such a need for mare ice.”

The Capitals, like many NHL teams in this country, have focused on helping produce more hockey players in the
region because they've realized a hockey player for life is a hockey fan, and less likely to be fickle about the home
team.

There are hockey roots in the region that weren't there 20 or 30 years age. The Capitais have expanded their reach,
whether it's through donating street hockey eguiprment to inner-city schools in Baitimore or welcoming kids from
Virginia Beach and Richmond to participate in Mites On Ice.

"Obvicusly we can do more,” Leonsis said. "One of the issues is real estate prices and convincing deveiopers that an
ice rink is the best use of real estate. We have a lot more to do because the growth was graater than any of us were
expecting. It's also because it is such an expensive sport, And we've done a lot but we can do more in the inner city.
Fort Dupont is a great example. I think over the next decade we'll be making bigger investmenis and more
charttable work for underprivileged kids to be able to play more.

“We had this tagline of 'Building America's Hockey Capitol,' and while it was a marketing slogan we kind of believed
it. We thought this was a great community, and we'd like to see more colleges playing hockey and more high schools
playing hockey and keep upping the ante with helping to provide the means and the venues for kids who want to
play the game to do s0."
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Beagle: Winter Classic excitement starting to set in

Tuesday, 12.30.2014 / 1:37 PM / 2015 Bridgestone NHL Winter Classic -~ Blackhawks vs. Capitals
By Jay Beagle - Washington Capitals

Washington Capitals forward Jay Beagie is about to play in his second Bridgestone NHL Winter Classic. Beagle suited
up for the Capitals at Heinz Field in Pittshurgh in 2011, and he's expected to be in the lineup Thursday against the
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Beagle agreed to offer up his opinions in blog form leading up to the main event.

We had an optional practice today, which was good for us because it gave guys who needed a breather a chance 1o
take one, and guys who wanted the opportunity to skate a chance te gef on the ice for a loose praciice.

Now that practice is over I am going to head out to lunch with my family. We've been on the road quite a bit of late
so it'll be good to get some downtime with them. I've got my mom and dad in town as well as my mother-in-law.
They're not here for long, so I have to make the most of it

For us as a team this is about shifting the focus to tomorrow, to the practice day at Nationals Park. This is about
shifting the focus to the Winter Classic. It's one of those things we've been preparing for since the start of the
season, but it hasn't been the focus because it was not the next game on our schedule. It is the next game on our
schedule now.

When we get to the ballpark tomorrow that's when it will hit me. It'll definitely hit me when I'm out there for
practice. But to be honest we just have to make sure we stay focused and get a good practice in because that's why
we're thare, and that's what is most important, After practice we can spend some quality time with the family on the
ice during the family skate, but the practice has to be crisp and good, and we have to get our bearings.

I don't think we necessarily have to figure anything cut because we constantly adjust to new ice surfaces with ail the
rinks we play in, but obviously this will be different being that we'll be outdoors so we'll have to see if there is any
glare, wind, ail of that kind of stuff. It's always different when you're skating outdoors so it's a matter of gefting used
to that.

The other thing that [ think is important is keeping with the same routine and staying level-headed. I'm usually
pretty geood at that so I don't anticipate waking up tomorrow feeling all kinds of antsy about gefting to the rink, or
the balipark in this case, for practice.

Certain things will hit you, like it'll be cool to be on the cutdoer ice, but it has to be ancther practice. I never get too
excited or antsy for anything, not even playoffs. T don't think I will be that way for the game either. I wasn't for the
game in Pittsburgh in 2011,

Of course I'H be excited and filled with adrenaling, but it's not crazy. It can't be. That would be counterproductive for
me.
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SUicaps-orpik-knee.

Caps’ Orpik (knee) questionable for Winter Classic

AP A2 pomc EST December 30, 2004

ARLINGTON, Va. (APY — The Washington Capitals could be without defenseman Brooks Orpik for the Winter Classic on Thursday against the Chicago
Blackhawks.
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decision. Orpik says he was feetmg better Tuesday, but the injury is more painful than previous knee problems.,

He has played in three ouidoors games with the Pittsburgh Penguins.

if Orpik isa't heaithy, Nate Schmidt is expected to play and the Capitals couid recall Steve Oleksy as a seventh defenseman.

Capyright 2014 The Associated Press. All righls reserved. This materal may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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Blackhawks' Hossa may have Hall of Fame resume

AP HolE aom FST Doecember 30 20004

Chicage Blackhawks veteran Marian Hossa is a role model in the locker room, where younger teammatas
revere him.
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C' W@% His consistency at both ends of the ice helps make the Blackhawks perennial Stanley Cup contenders. The

35-year-old Hossa passed the 1,100-game mark this season. On a team led by Jonathan Toews and Patrick
(Photo: The Associsted Press) Kane, Hossa is ong of the NHi's best defensive forwards.

“Me just fies on the backeheck. There's a ot of guys that skate a lof faster going forward than they do coming
back to their own end, and he's not that way." Kane said. "He's so good at stripping the puck. Me's aiso good in these one-on-one battles where more
oiten than not you're going to see him corming away with the puck.

"He deesnt seem to get any older, either. He seems o get betler and betier each year"

This is Hossa's t6th full NHL season and he remiins a key cog for the Blackhawks, who bave worn the Cup twice in the past five years and visid the
Washington Capitals on Thursday in the Winter Classic. Hossa is averaging 0.64 points a game, the lowest since hs rookie vear with the Oftawa
Senators, but his two-way game is responsible for preventing more than a few goals against.

Teammates past and present marvel at what Hossa can do in the defensive zone and without the puck.

"He's got thal powerfud stride that gets him back in the play easily.” said former Blackhawks forward Jeremy Morin. who's now with the Columbus Blue
Jackets "And he can take the puck off your stick with ease. He's so strong on the stick and it's always in the right position. He can steal pucks with the
hest in the league, for sure

That, Blackhawks winger Brandon Saad said, is how Hossa fums defense into offense. In 1,127 games, Hossa has 472 goals and 547 assists.

Hossa is 76th onthe all-time points ist, ahead of Hockey Hall of Famers Pat LaFontaine. Lanny MceDonald and Maurice Richard. He's 52nd in goals,
ahead of LaFontaine, Doug Gilmour and Pavel Bure, and third among active players.

His naresr numbers are similar to former Senators teammate Dantel Alfredsson. who retired eariier this month after putting up 426 goals and 887 assists
in 1,178 games. But Hossa may be one of the most underrated plavers in the NHL.

“Mayba [ would have more numbers bul maybe some other teams wouldn't want me.” Hossa said, "There's an advantage and disadvantage with that,
Cwiously, P hapoy Bow the outcoms plaved out”

Hossa has two Stacdey Cup rings and appeared in the final two other times. A five-time ai-star, the Slovak winger with four Olympic appearances has a
case for the Hall of Fame, even i it's nof easy to quantify.

“| kriow {from) betng around him and still dominating ke he does, | think i's his 17th year, he's always been a great player,” Saad said. "There's so many
iitile things the guy does, it's incredibie.”

Hossa still has six seasons left on his contract at a cap hit of $5.2 million, so he lkely hag plenty of time before the Hall of Fame queslion even comes
ug.

Hossa has been fortunate to avoid injuries throughout most of his career. The fewest games he played in a full season was 57 in 20048-10

Hossa gets some practices off because of his age and experience, but that doesn't seem o delract from his play. Coach Josl Quenneville calls him a
“great pro” and a player who reinforces what the staff wants out of the team.

"Defensively and offensively. he's got a great thought process,” Quenneville sald. "Game in, game oU, you use him in all situations. He's a very useful

player”

Before joining Chicago, Hossa was more than just a useful player for the Senators, Atlante Thrashers, Pittsburgh Penguins and Detroit Red Wings.
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"We definitely know how special of a plaver hie is, whether he gets the recognition or not,” Saad said. "if's pretty surreal to sea & guy like that stilt playing
and st doing as wel as he's doing.”

Copyright 2014 The Associated Press. Al rights reserved. This materia! may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or redistribufed.
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EPIX captures Capitals, Blackhawks at Christmas
Tuesday, 12.30.2014 / 11:00 PM / 2015 Bridgestone NHL Winter Classic - Blackhawks vs, Capitals
By Dan Rosen - NHL..com Senior Writer

There are stops along the road to the 2015 Bridgestone NHL Winter Classic that show the true identity and
personality of the players and coaches involved. These are stops that go beyond hockey, off the ice, into their homes,
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Hockey players for the most part like to be seen as ordinary people who can do extraordinary things. Around
Christmas their extraordinary gifts melt away as family life takes over and they become ordinary people doing
ordinary things with holiday traditions that are no grander than those of the average working family.

The third episode of "EPIX Presents Road to the NHL Winter Classic” brings the viewer in touch with the people many
of these athietes and coaches are away from the game.

The viewer got to spend Christmas with Chicago Blackhawks coach Joel Quenneville and his family in Vail, Col., with
Washington Capitals coach Barry Trotz and his family at their home in Clarendon, Va., with Joel Ward and his
girffriend in New York City, and with Troy Brouwer and his wife and 2-year-cld daughter in their home, Blackhawks
defenseman Niklas Hialmarsson served as the viewer's host at his Swedish Christmas celebration.

In addition, Alex Ovechkin opened his home to the cameras, and we got a slice of his home life at a dinner prepared
by his mother and attended by Capitals forward Evgeny Kuznetsov and his wife. We leam that Ovechkin calls his
parents before every game just to hear their voices.

Quenneville and his wife, Elizabeth, bought a home in Vail a few years ago so it couid be a gathering place for his
family, including their kids Dylan, LUily and Anna. They have a tradition of going out for a Christmas Eve dinner and
hitting the siopes on Christmas Day.

The Blackhawks coach jokes that it's like the Quennevilles meeting the Griswolds for Christmas.

Through the lens, though, EPIX successfully shows a different, softer, looser side of Quenneville as he spends the
holiday with his family. He jokes about how he goes slow and steady on the slopes and is just worried about keeping
up with his kids.

"He's always stopping to rest,” Anna says of her dad, "and after he always needs an Advii because he's sore.”

Trotz put his softer, family side on display earlier in the series when he was shown taking his wife, Kim, and son
Nolan fo the National Zoo. Christmas with the Trotzes was different because the entire family, including older kids
Tiana, Tyson and Shalan, had flown in from Nashville to spend the holiday season with mom, dad and brother Nolan.

Barry and Kim make homemade pierogis and et Nolan open a few gifts on Christmas Eve, Barry jckes that he knows
there will be coal in his stocking,

The Capitals played their final game before the holiday break against the New York Rangers at Madison Square
Garden, so Ward stayed in New York with his girifriend, Kathleen, for Christmas. They were shown people-watching
and skating at Rockefeller Center,

Ward makes it a point to say that his time with Kathieen allows him to take the focus off of hockey, because the last
thing she wants is for him to talk hockey in her ear all the time.

Brouwer talked about getting some downtime with his family as he made gingerbread cockies with his daughter.
Hialmarsson brought a taste of his heritage to Chicago with eight different types of herrings and meatballs serving as
the featured attractions for the big gathering.

The settings of those Christmas celebrations were bullt around hard work af the rink.

The episode begins with the emotional win the Blackhawks got against the Toronto Maple Leafs one day after
assistant equipment trainer Clint Reif died. Captain Jonathan Toews tatked about disbetief, but the message was on
moving on, moving forward.

Back In Washington, the Capitals just finished off a 2-1 win against the Ottawa Senators at Verizon Center, but Trotz
isn't happy, telling his team in an expletive-laden postgame speech that how they played was not good enough.

Washington went to New York the next night and lost 4-2, but Trotz seemed happier as he teld the Capitals, who
trailed 3-0 in the first period, after the game that they showed what they can do when they put on the work boots.

"This is a team we are going (o pass,” Trotz says of the Rangers. "I'm going to tell you right now, we're going to pass
them.”

In dismissing the Capitals for the holiday break, Trotz leaves them one final message.
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T wish you guys a gooad Christmas, enjoy the time, and when we get back we're going to do something special,” he
said.

Quenneviile had to dismiss Chicago for the break after a 5-1 loss to the Winnipeg Jets, He admits after the game that
the emotional roller ceaster the Blackhawks were on following Reif's death might have caught up to them, but he
tells them to throw the game in the garbage and come back fresh.

Each team put an exclamation point on its return from the holiday break with a big road win. Washington defeated
the Pittsburgh Penguing 3-0; Chicago won 5-2 against the Colorado Avalanche.,

The third episode ends with a story about how hockey players are mirror images of one another, of how winning is
what unites them, of how no matter what they do or where they play, the game never changes. The story is told with
visuals of the ongoing rink build at Nationals Park. The underlying meaning is clear -- the game will be taken
outdoors Thursday, but the stakes remain the same as the pucks, sticks, helmets and skates the players will be
wearing.

As the finish line on this road to the NHL Winter Classic nears, the people involved become even bigger to the story
of the signature event on the League's regular-season calendar. The third episode of the EPIX series allows us to see
them for who they truly are, stripped of the pads, the helmets and the competition that fuels them. It allows us to
see ordinary peopte capable of doing extraordinary things fiving what amount to ordinary lives just like the rest of us.
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Capitals’ Orpik game-time decision for Winter Classic

Tuesday, 12.30.2014 / 1:57 PM / 2015 Bridgestone NHL Winter Classic - Blackhawks vs. Capitals
By Adam Vingan - NHL.com Correspondent

ARLINGTON, Va. - Washington Capitals defenseman Brooks Orpik will be a game-time decision for the 2015
Bridgestone NHL Winter Classic on Thursday at Nationals Park,

Orpik teft Washington's 4-3 overtime loss to the New York Islanders on Monday with a right knee injury after a third-
period collision with Islanders forward Cal Clutterbuck. The 34-vear-old had to be assisted to the locker room by
defenseman John Carlson and forward lason Chimera.

"I've hurt the knee before, so this one felt a little bit different,” Crpik said. "A lot more painful than previous injuries,
but the other injuries were a lot worse, so hopefully that's a good sign.

“It would be kind of disappointing to miss this one, but that's kind of up in the air right now.”

The image of Orpik writhing on the ice had the Capitals fearing the worst, but their unease later gave way to cautious
optimism.

"A ot better than [ thought it would be when I first saw it,” coach Barry Trotz said. "Obviously wearing a brace and
all that, it really saved him. When he started walking on the plane yesterday with no limp, it was pretty
encouraging.”

Orpik, who signed a five-year, $27.5 million contract with Washington on July 1, has stabilized the Capitais’
previously tenuous defensive depth. He averages 21:58 of ice time per game, anchoring the penalty kill and serving
as one half of Washington's shutdown pair with Carlson.

If Crpik, who is hoping to practice at Nationals Park on Wednesday, is unable to play against the Chicago
Blackhawks, Trotz said the Capitals might recall defenseman Steve Oleksy from the Hershey Bears of the American
Hockey League as insurance.

With more solidity on the back end this season, the Capitals’ defensive corps is confident that they can somewhat
mitigate his absence if necessary.

"We're going to try,” defenseman Karl Alzner said. "He's probably our best defenseman, so it's hard to lose a guy like
that, but [Nate Schmidt] and [Jack Hillen] have both been playing really good with their epportunities, so I think it's
going to work out fine”

Trotz said that the magnitude of the NHL Winter Classic would not play into his decision regarding Orpik’s status.

"Too important of a player with us to risk,” Tretz said. "If we're not 100 percent sure, it's not going to happen.”
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Skating outside brings back memories for Bondra
Tuesday, 12.30.2014 / 5:47 PM
By Brian Compton - NHL.com Deputy Managing Editor / 2015 Bridgestone NHL Winter Classic blog

WASHINGTON -- Peter Bondra spent 14 seasons playing for the Washington Capitals and has watched them
become part of the fabric of the community in this historic city.

So it was no surprise to see Bondra, 46, smiling ear to ear Tuesday, when he was able to skate on the fraesh sheet of
ice with a small gathering of former teammates and media members at Nationals Park, two days before the Capitals
host the Chicago Blackhawks in the 2015 Bridgestone NHL Winter Classic (1 p.m. ET; NBC, CBC, TVA Sports).

"I think it's a big event, especiaily for Washington,” Bondra said. "D.C. has become a hockey fown and they've got a
great team. I mean, they've got Alex Ovechkin, so it's going to bring attention. Nationals Park, we're just a couple of
hlocks from the White House. This is going to be a raally great festivity.

"You go to Verizon [Center] for a regular-season game, and it gets a lot of attention. People are excited about the
upcoming Winter Classic. You see a lot of dark red cofors in the building and Winter Classic colors. This means a lof.
I'm very excited. As a hockey fan, you get {o come here and watch Washington and Chicago? Wow, Two good teams.
This is really becoming a holiday of hockey "

Much like every player who has participated in the Winter Classic festivities over the past seven years, Bondra began
thinking about his childhood the moment he stepped on the ice at Nationals Park.

“Being out here, it reminds of being on the open ice, open ponds,” said Bondra, who grew up in Lutsk, Ukraine. "You
skated on pretty much anything that froze when [ was young. It will be fun [Thursday]. I'm looking forward to it.”

Not soon after taking a few strides, the hockey player in Bondra took over. He said he was impressed with the guality
of the ice and that the Blackhawks and Capitals will feel the same way when they practice outdoors Wednesday.

"Even being out there today, I thought if I was in the game [Thursdayl, how would I prepare?” Bondra said. "The ice
is really pretty quick, So if it's my first time, I wouldn't sharpen my skates as deep. I'd make it a little less holiow
and make sure I'm not deep on the ice. But today it was pretly quick ice. I probably have to skate on it a couple of
more times and make sure I have a pretty good feel for this ice. But overall, it's going to be a great experience.”

Bondra last played in the NHLU in 2006-07, when he had five goals and nine assists in 37 games for the Blackhawks.
He was a two-time 50-geal scorer during his tirme in Washington and finished with 503 goals and 389 assists in
1,081 games for the Capitals, Ottawa Senators, Atlanta Thrashers and Blackhawks, He had 56 points {30 goals, 26
assists) in B0 Stanley Cup Playoff games and helped the Capitals reach the Staniey Cup Final in 1988,

Asked if he misses playing, Bondra said, "Of course. But today was really a gift. [ was able to skate gut here and
break a sweat and have fun. [ was able to see a couple of my old tearmmates. There was a couple of generations of
Washington Capitals like Craig Laughting Alan May, Sylvain Cote .. it was good. Good to see those guys.”
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NHL to pay tribute to U.S. Armed Forces, Nation's Capital during festivities at 2015
NHL Winter Classic

Billy Idol, Gavin DeGraw, Lee Greenwood to perform at New Year's Day outdoor game

Tuesday, 12.30.2014 / 12:00 PM / 2015 Bridgestone NHL Winter Classic - Blackhawks vs. Capitals
NHL.com

NEW YORK - The 2015 Bridgestone NHL Winter Classic, the New Year's Day outdoor game between the Chicago
Blackhawks and the Washington Capitals at Nationals Park in Washington, D.C. (1:00 p.m. ET, NBC, CBC, TVA), will
pay tribute to the United States Armed Forces during pre-game and in-game festivities, which will feature an anthem
ceremony with the Armed Forces Color Guard, the U.S. Army Chorus and U.5. Army Herald Trumpets, singers Master
Sergeants Bob McDenald and Caleb Green, and the National Capital Region Eagles; a fiyover by the D.C. Air National
Guard, 113th Wing,; and performances by punk ploneer and rock and rofl icon Billy Idol, Grammy-nominated singer-
sengwriter Gavin DeGraw, and country music artist Lee Greenwood.

The deécor and field design at MNationals Park for the 2015 Bridgestone NHL Winter Classic will visually celebrate the
city of Washington, D.C. The League will honor all five branches of the military throughout the day.

The full iineup of performances and special celebrations for the 2015 Bridgestone NHL Winter Classic Is being
produced by IMG Productions, a glcbal leader in sports, fashion and media.

Billy Idol - Pre-Game Performance

British rock star Billy Idot will apen the game with a performance from the main stage at home plate before puck
drop. Following his performance, Idol will be joined near the stage by more than 150 members of all five branches of
the U.5. Armed Forces, who will be attending the game as honored guests of the NHL, for a special salute.

U.S. Anthem Ceremony

The Armed Forces Color Guard, made up of members of each of the five military branches; the 4.5, Army Chorus and
U5, Army Herald Trumpets, members of the U.5. Army band "Pershing's Own”; Master Sergeants Bob McDonald and
Caleb Green, anthem singers for the Washington Capitals; and members of the National Capital Region Eagles, a
focal military hockey club that will display the United States flag, will perform together during the U.S. national
anthem.

The U.5. Army Chorus was established in 1956 as the vocal counterpart of the U.S. Army band "Pershing's Own" and
is one of the nation's only professional men's choruses. The Army Chorus performs frequently at the White House,
the Vice President's Residence, the U.5. Capital and the State Department as well as for world leaders and
dignitaries.

The U.5. Armny Herald Trumpets is the official fanfare ensemble for the President of the United States. Founded in
1959 and patterned after traditional British "fanfare” trumpet ensembles, the U.S, Army Herald Trumpets was formed
to add splendor to official military ceremonies. & performing element of the U5, Army band "Pershing's Own" in
Washington, D.C., the ensemble has performed for countless events of national and intermnational significance.

Master Sergeant Bob McDonald has been singing at Capitals games since the 1992-93 season. As an active duty
soidier, he alsc sings in the U.S, Army Chorus,

Master Sergeant Caleb B, Green III, a solo vocalist with the U.S. Army band, has sung at dozens of Capitals games
since he was stationed in D.C. in 1999, The Hampton, Va., native sang at President Barack Ohama's Inaugural
Celebration at the Lincoln Memorial and also performs at Washingten Redskins games.

The NCR Joint Military Hockey Team is the only military hockey team in the D.C. area - it is a combination of the old
Fort Meade team and the old Quantico Marine Corps team. The team practices at the Tucker Road lce Rink in Fort
Washington, Md., and plays garmes at the Prince William Ice Center in Dale City, Va.

Auxiliary Rink

More than 20 children will take to the ice on an auxiliary rink at Nationals Park during pre-game and intermissions.
Kids involved are from the local area, including hockey ptayers from the Fort Dupont Ice Hockey Club - a member of
the NHL's Hockey is far Everyone program -~ as well as kids frem the Rooftop Hockey League with the Kettler Capitais
Iceplex - a USA Hockey Model Assaciation program.

Eight local boys and girls, between the ages of eight and 13 vears old, will be a part of the player introductions at the
2015 Bridgestone NHL Winter Classic as part of McDonalds' "In the Lineup” program.

Flyover by the Capital Guardians, 113th Wing D.C. Air National Guard
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Immediately following the U.S. anthem, pilots from the D.C, Air National Guard's 113th Wing based at Joint Base
Andrews, Md., will fly two F-16 Fighter Jets over Nationals Park in salute of the U.S Armed Forces and to celebrate
the start of the 2015 Bridgestone NHL Winter Classic.

Known as the "Capital Guardians,” the 1,200 Airmen-strong Wing is responsible for the air defense of the Nation's
Capital Region - inciuding the nation's capital. On Sept. 11, D.C. Guard fighter pilots were the first jets in the air
over the Pentagon. The 113th Wing continues to perform a 24/7 alert mission at Andrews, always ready and able to
protect the skies over the nation's capital.

Gavin DeGraw — First Intermission

Grammy-nominated singer-songwriter - and longtime hockey fan -~ Gavin DeGraw will take to the field during the
first intermission for a set of his chart-topping hits.

DeGraw is not a stranger to the top of the charts. He broke through with the 2003 release of his debut album,
Chariot, which sold more than 1 million copies, earned platinum certification and yielded three hit singles: "I Don't
Want to Be,” "Follow Through” and the title-track, "Chariot.” DeGraw's self-titled second aibum debuted at No. 1 on
the digital sales chart and at No. 7 on Biliboard's Top 200 album chart in 2008, earning him his first Top 10 album. It
spawned the hit singles "In Love with a Girl," which Biliboard dubbed "a rocking homerun,” and the gold-certified
"We Belong Together." In 2009, DeGraw released Free as a gift to his die-hard fans clamoring for recorded versions
of his live favorites. DeGraw released his third studio album, Sweeter, in September 2011. The album’s first single,
Mot Over You," co-written with OneRepublic's Ryan Tedder, reached No. 1 on the Hot AC charts, was & top 10 hit on
Top 40 and was certified double platinum. DeGraw's acclaimed fourth studic album, Make a Move, was released in
October 2013 to rave reviews. Shortly thereafter he was nominated for his first Grammy for "We Both Know," a song
he co-wrote with Colbie Calliat for the 2013 film "Safe Haven."

FINEST HOUR: THE BEST OF GAVIN DEGRAW was released October 21 via RCA Records. The album features two new
songs, including the new single "Fire" as well as his most renowned and ncotable hits to date.

Army General Mark A, Milley, the 21st and current Commanding General of the U.5. Army Forces Command
{FORSCOM), will be honored during the second period of the 2015 Bridgestone NHL Winter Classic. A hockey star at
Princeton University (Class of 1980), General Milley is the only NCAA Division I hockey player to become a four-star
general. For the last 31 years, General Milley has held multiple command and staff positicns in six Infantry Divisions
and Special Forces, including two previous tours with the 10th Mountain Division. He wili be joired by three
Wounded Warriors at the game.

U.8, Army Chorus and tee Greenwood - Second Intermission

During the game's second intermission, the U.S. Army Chorus will return to perform each branch's official service
song ~ the Coast Guard's "Semper Paratus,” the Alr Force's "Official U.S, Alr Force Song,” the Navy's "Anchors
Aweigh,” the Marine Corps’ "The Marine's Hymn” and the U.5. Army's "The Army Goes Rolling Along” -~ while active
and veteran members of the U.5. military are recognized in the stands. Lee Greenwood then will give a rousing
performance of his patriotic hit "God Bless the USAY

Greenwood IS a country music icon with more than 30 albums to his credit, including his 2013 MCA-released album
ICON. "God Bless the USA" has been voted the most recognizable patriotic song In America. Greenwood knows
first-hand what it's like to have loved ones fighting for the freedom of all Americans as his father served in the Navy
and the Merchant Marine in World War 11 "Gad Bless the USA" is now part of the fitm for Homeland Security shown
when swearing in new citizens to the United States.

“God Bless the USA" has been in the top five on the country singles charts three times (1991, 2001 and 20037,
giving it the distinction of being the only song in any genre of music to achieve that feat. It also was No. 1 on the
pop charts after Sept, 11,

Bridgestone Hockey Saves Initiative

Bridgestone, the title sponsor of the 2015 Bridgestone NHL Winter Classic, will host members of the Hockey Saves
programs in Chicago and Washington, D.C., at Nationals Park on Jan. 1. The charitable program, which supports war
veterans who have been injured in the line of duty through organized hockey games and hockey-themed programs,
has branches across the U.S.

For the latest on the 2015 Bridgestone NHL Winter Classic, fans should follow the NHL on Twitter, Facebook and
Instagram and join the conversation by using the official hashtag #WinterClassic.
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Surging Blackhawks make all the right moves
Auagy Armour USA TODAY Spoves 9230 pow S8T December 20, 2014

When the Chicago Blackhawks want on a tear in late November, winning eioht in a row and 11 of 12, they did
50 with what seemed itke an added sense of urgancy. - FULLOCREEN

Not, however, far the reason you might think.

WINTER CLASSIC RURREY S

3 <P A AT B 5 . .
Yes, the Blackhawks could be victims of the salary cap agéi%‘%@gﬁ\g%}r}&we hefty eight-year, $84 milion
contracts for Jonathan Toews and Patrick Kane kick in. Brandon Saad and Joakim Nordstrom, youngsters who

(Phots: Rick Ossnioski, USA could be key players for years to come, will be due for raises. So. oo, will velerans Michal Rozsival and
TODAY Sports) Johnny Cduya.

Another year down the road. Brent Seabrock's and Kris Versteeg's contracts will be up.
But the Blackhawks, winners of two Stankey Cups in the last five years, aren't driven by the thought of this being their last chanog o win it ail

They're driven because it's thelr next chance o win it el

USATODAY

Power ramkings: MNe

e

(hitpSwwwasatoday,comystory/sports/nhl 20141 23 0 mowe -rankings-plavers-ieams-chicago-blackhawks-tvler-se suin/ 2 103307 1)

"We expect every year to win. We recognize that's a tall order to pull that off, but you've got lo set your expectations high” Blackhawks general manager
Stan Bowman said, " don't know internally that it's any different this year than last year. We set up to win the Cup coming off the one in 2013 when we
WO,

“We came up a little short last year; we had a very good season, but it didn't end the way we wanted, When we started this year, the goal was, 'Lef's go

all the way again.” We've got io do # iot of work to get there, though. You can't just say, "We wanl to win.' You have to put in the work to get thare.”
After winning its first Stantey Cup in 48 years in 2010, Chicago was forced to purge its roster because of salary cap pressure. Playoff star Dustin

Byfughen, who had three goals just in the Final, was traded along with Versieeg, Andrew Ladd, Bren! Sopel. Ben Eager and Colin Fraser. {Versieeg has
since returned.) Starting goafie Antli Nlemy and Adam Burish were affowad o walk,

e HZE
Costaons NI

e —

(htpfwwwasatodav.comysiony/sports nhbeclummist/ailen 2014/ L2 30 witer-classic-outdoor-hockey-still-has-chiarm/ 2 107227540

Yet three years later, there the 'Hawks were #ifting the Cup.

‘It seems fike the organization continues (o make good decisions and the right choices,” said forward Patrick Sharp, one of the longest-tenured

Blackhawks. "The organization finds a way 10 replace those players with quality NHLers, and we continue to win"

Of course, it heips that Chicageo's core is Kane and Toews, two of the NHLU's best players. Both are dynamic scorers, able to create shols seemingly out
of nothing. And do it when the Hawks need it most 100, Kane has an NHL-best five game-winning goals.

They're both expert passers, oo, as dangerous when they're setiing up someone else's shot as when they're taking their own. Kane leads the "Hawks in
assists, with Toews right behind him,

Toews also is one of he best defending forwards in the league, with 2 Selke Trophy to prove it
"Those two guys make everything go.” Bowman said, "Any team would die to have one of them, and we've got two "
There is more to the Blackhawks {25-10-2 heading into Thursday's Winter Classic} than Karne and Toews. however, More than Sharp and Marian Hossa,
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surging Blackhawks make all the night moves
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A big reason Chicago was able o withstand the roster overhadd in 2010 — and 2 less sevars one in 2013 — was because Bowman and his staff have
made their development program a priority. Prospects are stockpiled and carefully groomed, enswring there is always a frash supply of voung talent to {ilf
whatever holes the Blackhawks have.

PHOTOS: Winter Classic rink preparations

"There's always changes year to year, and in a lot of ways 1 do think that's good. You want some new blood,” Bowman said. "I think that's good to have
suitks payers thal, even if you do go ail the way, that werent nere 10 experience hat, Fhey want (o be hungry. they want to know whal it feels like to get

to the ultimate ™

When Andrew Shaw scored the winner in triple avertime to end an epic Game 1 of the 2013 Stanley Cup Final, he hadn't apent a full season in the NHL.
Two years later, he's a staple in the Chicago lineup.

Ditlo for Saad, who has emerged as a central figure in Chicago's offense in his second full season in the NHL.
"They're smart. They let players develop in the minors,” Shaw said, "They draft well, have their core set of guys, and they've had success with i

“They want winners and they find winners,” Shaw added. "They go out and find them and bring them into the organization. Those are the types of plavers
that are going to help you win championships.”

(httprdwwew. usaloday,.cony storv/sports/mhl 20140 23 0 winter-classic-weather-sunshine-blackhawks-capitals/2 1079161 /)

The Blackhawks reached the Wastern Corderence finals last season, faliing to the Los Angefes Kings in seven games. Daspite keeping thal team largely
intact, Chicago began this season slowly.

"That first month of the season, | think everyone was trying fo find a role within the team,” Sharp said.

But when the Blackhawks headed west on the annual "circus trip" — Ringling Bros. and Barmum & Balley take over the United Center for about 10 days
every Novernber — something clicked, They went 5-1.

That hot streak has cortinued, with Chicago dropping theee gamas in the last montky, one in a shootout in Columbus.

P certainly glad that we got off io @ good starl so that we haven't dug a hole, but we've got 1o keep forging ahead,” Bowman said. "What we did up to
this point is somewhat irrglevant as we ook at the rest of the season. We've put ourselves in a good place. which is important, but we've got io keep owr

foot onthe gas and k going."

Becauss no matter how much — or how litle - the roster changes, the Blackhawks' gosl never does.

“That's why we're part of this,” Bowman said. "We want to win”

PHOTOS: Winter Classic jerseys

1273172084 T2

5

2

sorts/nhl/blackhawks/201471 2730/ ch.

AN



sunshine could create issue at Winter Classic hitp:fwww usatoday.conystoryysports/nhl/ 201471 2730/ winter-classic-w.,
- L] - -
Sunshine could create issue at Winter Classic
% Kevin Affen, USA TODAY Sparts  £:43 . £5T Docenrher 30, 2114
"

When the NHL's Winter Classic is held every January, the sunis never a welcame guest.

8 sunny condifions, with 41 deares tamneraturas are & 'ed Mew Year's Day when the Washington

Capitals entertain the Chicago Blackhawks at Nationals Park in the seventh Winter Classic {1 p.m. ET, NBC).

Philadelphia and the first Stadium Series game in 2014 at Yankee Stadium were delayed because of glare

{Photo: Susan Walsh, AP) ISSUES.

“ dorv't think the ice conditions will be an issue for either team,” NBC analyst Pierre McGuire said

0%

BN lelsla TR | o e i B
Cutdoor NHL games hoy

Sl e

{hitpsAwwwousatoday.conystory/sports/nheohummist/allen/ 201471 2/ 30/ winter-classic-outdoor-hockeyv-stifl-has-charm/2 107127573

NBC officials aren't concerned,

“Whether i's snow, cold, fog or sun, weather is parl of the charm of the Winter Classic,” the network said in a staterment 1o USA TODAY Sports. "(That) is
why we have The Weather Channal's Jim Cantore as part of our broadcast team that day. We're used to dealing with scheduling chalienges for a variety

of reasons for many of the sports we cover. We're confiderd Thursday's game will be another classic, regardiess of when the puck i1s dropped.”
The Capitals have enough to warry about, because home teams are 1-5 in Winter Classics

' belisve the home team has issues in these games because of distractions end the atmosphere is more neutral than partial. as it is more of a tofal
league avent," MeGuire said,

PHOTOGS: Winter Classic rink preparations

WINTER CLASSH RINK
PREPARATIONS
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Outdoor NHL games haven't lost their momentum

ug% kevin Adlen, USA FODAY Sports K2 pom EST December 3600 2003
t

Anyone who believes the NH's autdoor hockey concept has lost ite charm probahly has not seen a Winter
Classic in parson. . FULLSCREEN

This is an event where you have to be there to appreciate the romance,
WINTER CLASSIC JERSEYS

The Winter Classic isn't a made-for-TV event. 's a made-to-be-there event.

(Phot: Tom Flusgge, USA TODAY Originally, it seemed ke the Winter Classic’s impact would come from the NHL carving out its own (elevision
Sports) niche on New Year's Day. As soon as the snow stariad falling at Ralph Wilson Stadium cutside Buffalo during
the first game on Jan. 1, 2008, college football iost exclusive righis (o New Year's Day television,

Word started (o spread through social media about the snow globe effect at the game and by the time Pittsburgh Penguing star Sidney Crosby trudged
through snow 1o score the winning shootout goal, 3.9 million had tuned in to NBC to see how players deali with the elemsnis.

The day after that game, most of the teams in the NHL ¢alled the league office o see i they could host the next one.

LSA TORAY

Powwer rankings New N, Trearm, MVE

Chitpdwww,usatoday.comistory/spons/nhi/ 201 4/1 238 power-rankines-plavers-teams-chicago-blackhawks-tyler-sesmin 2 10330710

But anyone who was in the vicinity of Wrigley Field that day undersiood that the Winter Classic became less about TV and more about being there.

When you were walking up to the gate thai day. there was a Super Bowl-like atmosphere. Every Winter Classic since then has seemad like the annual
festival of hockey.

Last year's game at the Big House in Ann Arbor, Mich., was played during a winter storm and there still wers roughly 100,000 fans in the siadium that day.
This is not an event that is losing momentum.
PHOTOS: Winter Classic rink preparations

Critics say the NHL has made outdoor hockey less special by scheduling too many events other than e Wit rCa < Lt ¢ season, HEABERERH the
Winter Classic, four Stadium Series games, plus the Herflage Classic in Vancouver,

Was that overkilt or was the NHL embracing supply and demand? The fact that more than 216,000 pc\géi’\e‘ é&éﬁé@%??ﬁ&flo(ur%% i'um Series games would

suggest it was the latter, PREPARATIONS

scheduled to0 many games.
Those who belleve qutdoor hockey has run its course don't take into account how big thase games are in the hast cities.

The fan watching bis sixth outdoor game on television might feel ke he has seen enough. But it is a far different expedience when you are there in
parson. 's enchanting.

Players admit to being in awe as they look around the stadium before a game. In 2010, then-Boston Bruins forward Marco Sturm said he almost didn't

jump over the boards for his first shift because he was gazing at the crowd.

For many fans, outdoor hockey reminds them of their younger days when they skated on the pond or lake or backyard rink,
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When you are watching and hearing the sounds of outdoor NHL hockey, you don't care how many games have already been played. All Washington
Capitals fans will care about Thursday afterncon is that this is the first cutdoor game in the nation's capital.

Outdoor hockey still has considerable momentum. Thirty NHL cities would love 1o host a game. We haven't been to Denver or Minnesota or St. Louis or
Columbus or Winnipeg or Toronto or Montreal. The game at Dodger Stadium proved the concept works in warm-weather cities.

Every big stadium in America is a potential site for this event. And when you finish up alf of the possibifities, it will be time 0 go back to Wrigley Field or
Fenway Park or Dodger Stadium.

We are a long way from being done with cutdoor hockey.

PHOTOCS: Winter Classic jerseys
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PA. Parenteau scored the win-
ning shootout goal to lift the Mon-
treal Canadiens over the Florida
Panthers, 2-1, on Tuesday night in
Sunrise, Fla.

Parenteau’s shot glanced off the
glave of Roberto Luonge and went
into the net in the third round of
the shootowt. Jonathan Hu-
herdeau missed on the ensuing at-
ternpt, and Montreal improved to
5-1 in shootouts,

"The Canadiens have won four
in a row - inchiding three on the
road — and seven of eight. Montre-
al owns a three-game winning
streale against the Panthers.

Brendan Gallagher scored in
regulation for Montreal, and
Drastin Tokarski had 36 saves in
his first start in 11 games. Nick
Biugstad scored Florida's goal.

Luongo stepped 33 shots for
the Panthers, who lost at home for
the first time in fowr games. The
crowd of 19614 was Forda's
largest on home ice.

PREDATORS 3, BLUES 2 (at
Rashyilley — Shea Weber scored
twice, the second Hime while hig

team was short-handed, to lead
Nashville. Gabriel Bourgue added
a goal for the Predators, who have
won two of three.

Chiris Butler and T'}. Oshie scoped
for St. Louis, which iost for the fifth
time in six games despite the return
of No. 1 goalie Brian Elliott.

BLACKHAWKS RULE: Five
Chicago Blackhawls players and
Buffalo Sabres forward Zemgus
Girgensons are poised 1o be select-
ed by fans to play in the NHL All-
Star Game at Columbus, Ohio.

With two days left before voting
closes, Girgensons maintains his
overall lead with more than 146
million, the NHL said.

In line for the final two forward
spots are Chicago’s Patrick Kane
(1.07 milion votes) and Jonathan
Toéws (1.06 million). Piisburgh's
Sidney Croshy (704,782} is fourth,
Chicago's Duncan Keith (1.04 mil-
liony and Brent Seabrook
(875,868) lead defensemen. Black-
hawls' Corey Crawford leads
goalies with 955 385 votes,



Top Junior Stars

By MATT HIGGING

MONTREAL — The offensive
flair of Connor McDavid and Jack
Eichel has caused scouts to refer
to them ag generational talents,
¢ hockey  prospects who  come
Calong perhans once every dec-
ade.

In advance of a preliminary
round game between their na-
tional teams at the World Junior
| Champlonshis on  Wadnesday,
. they have shown an aptitude for
¢ defense, too, as they have fended
coff a barrage of questions about
an impending personal show-
down.

“It"s nothing to do with me ver-
sus Connor in this game,” Fichel,
S 18, of North Chelmsford, Mass.,
o said after the United States de-
o feated Stovakia, 3-0, on Monday
Cnight to tmprove to 3-0 in the
Ctournament. “ICs Team Canada
Cversus Team LLSAY
© After practice Tuesday, McDa-
- wid, 17, of Richmond Hill, Ontario,
- was equally subdued.
© o “Is the U8, versus Canada)”
~ he said. “IUs not me versus him
or anyihing like that”

Still, this meeting between
NMcBDavid and Eichel, who are ex-
pected to be the top two picks in
the Z#15 N H.L. drafi, has been
highly anticipated since the start
of the hockey season.

And httle either player has
done has empered the anticipa.
tion. Both are switt skaters and

dynamic  scorers expected  to
make an immediate impact in the
MNHL. next season, Eichel, a

freshman center for top-ranked
Boston University, is ted for the
N.CAA. scoring lead with 27
points. McDavid, alse a center,
racked up & staggering 51 points
Lin 18 games for e Erie Otters of

Connor McDavid (17} unleashing a spray of ice on Monday dur-

.\.‘.Il

SETEY MAGEE

ing Canada’s vietory over Finland, the defending champion.

the Ountario Hockey Leagus be-
fore breaking his right hand in a
fight last month.

Canada Coach Beneit Groulx
and United States Coach Mark
Oslecki have been complimen-
tary of the way their charges
have held up under withering
questioning.

“The mwedia has been talking
about Jack Eichel and Connor
McDavid sinee Day 1, so | think
thev're used to it Grouly said.
“But Connor is a team plaver, and
he thinks more about us winning
than him versus Jack Fiche]”

Results  from  the opening
matchips  of the tournament

have added an extra doliop of
drama (o the game. Both teams
are undefeated, Canada beat the
defending champion, Finland, 41,
an Monday and has ocutscored irs
opponents by 16-1 and st in firss
place in Group A with 9 points,
The United States, which bear
Findand n a shootout, is second
with 8§ points, outscoring s oppo-
nents by 11-1

Defense and goaltending for
hoth teams have scarcely been
tested. Still, Canada has elected

0 start  goalie Eric Comrie
against the Americans rather

than Zach Fucale, whe allowed
s tearn’s only goal of the tour-
nament.

But neither Eiched nor MeDa-
vid has carried his team. McDa-
vid has one goal and two assisrs,
while Eichel, the American cap-
tain, has a goal and an assist

The rougnament has tradition-
ally been a showcase for 19-year-
olds, and that has held true this
vear for the United States and
Canada. The player of the game
for Canada on Monday wag Sam
Rembart, the second overall pick
in the 2004 draft by the Buffalo
Sabres. Reinhart scored fwice
against Finland while playing on
a hne with Max Domi, a first-
round pick of the Arizona Coyo-
tes, and Anthony Duclarr, who ig
an lean from the Rangers.

Diomd, the son of the former
N player Tie Domd, is tied for

second on the team with 5 points.

For the United States, Dylan
Larkin, & first-round pick of the
Detroit Red Wings in 2014, has
led the way with 5 poings.

Wednesday's game is expected
to be a big draw at the Bell Cen-
tre, a relief for the hosts as disap-
pointing  turnpouts in Momreal
and Toronto have elicited some
soul searching in the Canadian
news media

In most games so far, i€ would
have heen possible 1o send a slap
shot into the stands snd not i
anyope, The reasons inciuded
high ticket prices and the com-
petitive imbalanee between the
United States and Canada and
the rest of their group.

“The crowd is going (o be a big
factor,” Larkin said, “It's going to
be a sea of red. We haven’t been
playing in front of thar large of
crowds that Canada has, The firgt
few shifts when the nerves are
going, we're going (o have 1o play
defengively”

Curtis Lazar, Canada’s captain,
said he anticipated the game
would be an “all-out war)”

in a city synomymous with
hockey excellence, an expectant
home crowd will place pressure
on Canada to win, though the out-
come will be meaningless in
terms of advancing into the wur-
nament  quarterfinals,  Canada
has not won a goid medal st the
world  juniors since 200%; the
United States won the event ip
A3 and 2613,

Although Eilchel and McDavid
have refused to engage in a per-
sonal rivalry, the rivalry between
the Linited States and Canada has
emerged in comimenis recently.

“You love to beat them,” Eichel
said.
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Ducks send Dany Heatley to AHL

Associated Press

ANAHEIM, Calif. -- Danv Heatlev has been assigned to the Anaheim Ducks' AHL affiliate in Norfolk
after the veteran NHL goal-scorer cleared waivers.

The Ducks announced the move Tuesday.

Heatley hasn't chicked with the NHL-leading Ducks, who
signed him to a one-year, S1 million deal in the offseason.

Heatley 1s scoreless in six games with a minus-3 rating in
Anaheim while laboring on the ice and struggling with
injuries, including a grom problem that required surgery.

T'he Ducks are the‘in‘th NHL reaﬂ} for Heatiey‘ who had two 5o e atiey, a two-time 50-goal scorer, has no
50-goal seasons with the Ottawa Senators during a career  points in six games with Anaheim this season.
that began in 2001, He turns 34 next month,

Heatley's minor-league assignment will allow him to work on returning to NHL fitness while the Ducks
wait to see whether another team 1s interested in acquiring him.
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Zemgus Girgensons still tops votes

Associated Fress

NEW YORK -- Five Chicago Blackhawks players and Buffalo Sabres forward Zemeus Girgensons are

poised to be selected by fans to play in the NHL Afl-Star Game at Columbus, Ohio, next month.

With two days left betore voting closes, Girgensons
mamtains his overall lead with more than 1.46 million. the
NHL anncunced Tuesday. A majority of the second-year
plaver's votes are coming from his native Latvia.

Fans are allowed to vote using the same device up to 10
times a day.

In lme for the final two forward spots are Chicago's
Patrick Kane (1.07 million votes) and Jonathan Toews

{1.()(5 million). Pittsburgh's Sidney Crosby (704,792) 1s
fourth.

Zemgus Girgensons, left, tops All-Star balloting,
outpacing the likes of Blackhawks stars Patrick Kane
and Jonathan Toews.

Chicago's Puncan Keith (1.04 million) and Brent
Seabrook (875,868) tead defensemen. Blackhawks' Corey Crawford leads goalies with 955,385 votes,
nearly 400,000 more than Montreal's Carev Price.
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Matthews, Puljujarvi will be big stars of 2016 WJC
Tuesday, 12.30.2014 / 12:53 PM / 2015 World Junior Championship
By Arpon Basu - Managing Editor LNH.com

MONTREAL -~ Much of the focus at the 2015 IIHF World Junior Championship has been the showdown between the
top two prospects for the 2015 NHL Draft, Connor McDavid of Canada and Jack Eichel of the United States.

The two will go head to head on New Year's Eve when Canada and the U.S. complete preliminary-round play in a
showdown between the two top teams of Group A at Bell Centre (4 p.m. ET, NHLN-US, NHL.com].

However, flying well below that radar is the arrival on the big stage of two of the top prospects for the 2016 draft.

Forwards Auston Matthews of the United States and Jesse Puljujarvi of Finland have not locked the [east bit out of
place in a tournament that is generally unkind to players who are so far from their draft year,

A big reason why in both cases is their size; Matthews and Puljujarvi are built like players one or two years clder than
they are.

Matthews, 17, is listed at 6-foot and 198 pounds, Puliujarvi, 16, at 6-foot-3 and 196 pounds. Each of them has
displayed speed, smarts and skiils to go with that brawn.

It makes you wonder how each of them might look a yvear from now when they will be under the glare of the NHL
draft spotiight, with the WiC being held in Puljujarvi’'s native Finland. They will be that much bigger, probably more
skilled and definitely more dominant among their peers.

"It's kids like Matthews and Puljujarvi that maintain my faith in hockey,” one NHL general manager said at the WiC
this week.

While the 2014 tournament has been all about McDavid and Eichel, it is entirely possible it will be the same thing for
Matthews and Puljuiarvi a year from now.

Matthews, a native of Scottsdale, Ariz., has one goal, one assist and 11 shots on goal through three games for the
11.S. But what has been most impressive has been Matthews' ability to play a 200-foot game. Ha's looked just as
capable in his own end as he does in the offensive zone, where he can be a load to contain down iow.

If there's cne thing that jumps out about Matthews, it's that he doesn't necessarily jump out at you, at teast not for
the wrong reasons. There are no glaring errors, no poor positioning, none of the things you would expect from a
player so young playing on such a large stage.

“It's a big adiustment, but you just have 1o go out there and not think about how young you are,” Matthews said.
"You just have to think everyane’s a hockey player out there and just play yvour game.”

Matthews has done that and improved throughout the tournament after 3 rough start in his first game against
Finlland, where he inadvertently re-directed Finland's only goal into the U3, net and took a pair of bad penalties in
the third period of a game tied 1-1, one the United States would go on to win 2-1 in a shootout.

As the tournament has progressed, Matthews has become one of U.S. coach Mark Osiecki's most important forwards.

"1 think he's mature where he ynderstands his game,” Qsiecki said. "He understands shift by shift if he's had a good
shift, a poor shift. He's able to channel it in the right direction and not get frustrated. For a young kid to have the
ability to not get too frustrated with himself and be able to understand the objective of his next shift, he really has a
good handle on where he's at as a player.”

Matthews, who got hooked on hockey at a young age while attending Arizona Coyotes games, already has been
identified as one of the top prospects for the 2016 draft; he's getting a crash course in what that wili be like at the
W3C., Not only is Matthews witnessing the scrutiny surrounding Eichel, he has a front-row seat to what it might be
tike for him a year from now.

“I've been rooming with Jack, so he's definitely been a good guy to taik to, just seeing what he goes through every
day with the media and stuff like that,” Matthews said. "IU's just how he keeps his head on straight and focuses on
what needs to be done on the ice. [ know the rest will take care of itself”

While Matthews has been remarkable in the way he has seamlessiy fit in, Puljuiarvi has been impossible to ignere on
a Finland team that has struggled to score. He has been a magnet for the puck and appears to produce a scoring
chance on nearly every shift thanks to his blazing speed through the neutral zane.

In Finland's 2-1 loss to Skovakia, Puljujarvt had a team-high six shots on goal and at least as many grade-A scoring
chances. Every time he touched the puck, something exciting appears to happen.

Through three games, Puljujarvi has no points but has leads Finland with 18 shots on goal and has shown a knack for
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being at the right place at the right time on a remarkably consistent basis.

"This is the best possible opportunity to show what I can do,” Puljujarvi said through an interpreter this week on his
appearance at the WiC. "But I can't be satisfied if the team doesn't win and { don't score.”

Puljuiarvi is from Tornio in northern Finland, approximately 450 miles north of Helsinki, at the northern tip of the Guif
of Bothnia. He made his debut in Liiga, Finland’s top professional league, this season with Karpat; he has three goals
and one assist in 12 games.

"His laugh is amazing. He's typical northern Finland people; they're atways happy,” said Finland captain Artturi
tehkonen (Montreal Canadiens). "He's a big guy and he has a tremendous shot. 1 knew he would fit right in because
it's a small rink and he's a big player, he can compete. He's been playing well but I know that he's frustrated alsc
because he hasn't scored.”

Puljujarvi is the sixth player to make the Finland U-20 national team as a 16-year-old, following retired NHL players
Reiio Ruotsalainen and Janne Niinimaa, and Mikaet Granlund of the Minnesota Wild, Olli Maatta of the Pittsburgh
Penguins and Aleksander Barkov of the Florida Panthers.

That's a pretty distinguished list, and Puljujarvi has shown there's no reason he shouldn't be on if.

"He's going to be a star,” the same NHL GM said after watching Puljujarvi play against Canada on Monday. "This was
my first viewing of him, and usually I tell my scouts not to tell me anything on the underage kids, I just want to
watch them. After his second shift I turned to my scout and said, 'Who is that?’ He was incredible.”

Somegne else who got his first taste of Puljujarvi this week was United States defenseman Noah Hanifin, who is
sfotted right behind McDavid and Eichel on most 2015 draft projections.

"I didn't really know him when we were playing him, but I saw him play against Slovakia and he played very well,"
Hanifin said. "He's a good kid too.

"Auston’'s ohviously got some competition.”

wWhile that competition remains in the shadows of McDavid and Eichel, it may not be the case a year from now when
a similar show at the WIC will have Matthews and Puljujarvi as its star players.
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Group A top spot at stake for Canada, United States

Tuesday, 12.30.2014 / 12:35 PM / 2015 World Junior Championship
By Mike G. Morreale - NHL.com Staff Writer

MONTREAL -- Canada and the United States each has heard its anthem played and had its flag raised foliowing
three successive victories at the 2015 1IHF World Junior Championship.

Only one team will make it four straight on New Year's Eve when the North American rivals play Wednesday for top
honors in Group A in the most anticipated match of preliminary-round play of the tournament at Bell Centre in
Montreal (4 p.m. ET, NHLN-US, NHL.com}.

Canada is the top seed in Group A with three reguiation victories and nine points. The United States, with two
regulation wins and one shootout win for eight points is second, but a win of any kind Wednesday would atlow them
to pass Canada for first place.

The winner and top seed in Group A will play a quarterfinal-round game against the fourth place team in Group B on
Friday. The loser will earn the second seed and play the third-seeded team from Group B on Friday,

"When you play with the puck most of the time you're not in trouble, and when you look at both teams, we're two
teams that make good piays with the puck,” Canada coach Benoit Groulx said. "We're both puck-possession teams
and we have a lot of strength on both teams. We can skate, we can make plays with the puck, we can control the

puck, we have smart players.

“When you look at the matchup it's pretty even, so it's going to be interesting to see how it plays out.”

The last fime the United States beat Canada In prefiminary-round action was Dec. 31, 1998, a 5-2 victory in
Winnipeg. The last three wins for the U.5. against Canada have come in the playoff round. That includes wins in the
gotd-medal game in 2004 (4-3) and 2010 (6-5 in overtime); the U.S. also beat Canada 5-1 in the semifinals in
2013,

Canada leads the all-time series 28-3-1-6 and has cutscored the United States 170-112; there alsg have been three
ties. Of the 17 games since 2000, 11 have been decided by one goal and five have required overtime; twice the
game has gone to a shootout. There was a 1-1 tie in 2000.

The game will feature plenty of intriguing storylines, starting with the head-to-head matchup of two of the top
prospects for the 2015 NHL Draft, Canada's Connor McDavid {one goal, three points, 10 shots on goal} and Jack
Eichel (one goal, twe points, 14 shots) of the United States.

"I'm pretty excited,” Eichel sald. "It's always a lot of fun when you play Canada; it's always a battle. So we know it's
geing to be & tough 60 minutes; they're not going to hand it over to us. But we're really excited. New Year's Eve, you
watch this game growing up, so getting to participate in it at the Bell Centre, it's going to be a great show."

Eichel, who serves as captain of the United States, isn't too concerned over the media-induced rivalry between him
and McDavid.

"He's & good player but I'm aot too worried about tum right now, and 1'm sure he's not too worried about me,” Eichel
said. “There's a lot bigger battle going on here. It's the United States versus Canada for the top seed in our bracket,
I'm not worried about & 1-on-1 batile”

Each team also features a balanced scoring attack. Canada has 11 players with at least one goal, and fiva with at
least two. Nicolas Petan {Winnipeg Jets) leads Canada with six points (one goat, five assists) and Max Domi (Arizona
Coyotes), who has two geals, five points and a plus-4 rating, has been a tower of strength at both ends.

The United States has gotten goals from eight players, including a team-ieading three goals and five points from
center Dylan Larkin (Detroit Red Wings). Larkin seemed to have good chemistry with Senny Mitano (Columbus Blue
Jackets} and Hudson Fasching {Buffalo Sabres) in a 3-C victory against Slovakia on Monday.

"They're a fast team and we're a fast team, so it should be a good game and I'm fooking forward to it," Larkin said of
facing Canada.

The only regular linemate alongside Eichef on the top line through three games has been right wing Alex Tuch
{Minnesota Wild). U.5. coach Mark Osiecki has had Chase De Leo {Winnipeg lets), Milano and Tyler Motte (Chicago
Blackhawks) play left wing on Eichel's line in the gpening three games.

"Canada is tremendously deep up front, in goal and on defense," Osiecki said. "We need to show discipline, stay out
of the [penaity] box, and will need to roll four lines.”

Staying out of the box certainly would bode well for the United States. Through three games Canada ranks first on
the power-play {50.0 percent) with five goals on 10 chances. They also have kilied off 11 opposing power plays.
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McDavid has played much of the tournament alongside Nick Ritchie {(Anaheim Ducks) and Canada captain Curtis
Lazar {Ottawa Senators).

"It's going to be a fot of fun; it's a New Year's Eve tradition now,” Lazar said of playing the United States. “They've
got a great team over there that we've seen throughout the tournament, but we feel we're up o the task. 1f's going
to be two good teams going at it and hopefully we can put on a show for these fans.”

Canada and the United States have benefitted from sound defensive play and solid goaltending. Canada has
outscored the opposition 16-1 backed by goaltenders Zachary Fucale (Montreal Canadiens) and Eric Comrie
(Winnipeg lets). Fucale was in goal for wins against Slovakia (8-0) and Finland (4-1), and has a 0 50 goalg-againet
average and .975 save percentage; Hockey Canada announced Tuesday that Comrie would be in goal against the
United States,

"1t's obvicusly a classic,” Fucale said of the rivalry against the United States. "Every year we wait for that game. It's
gouing to be a great game, there's no doubt about it. There's a lot of rivairy between these two countries, so we're
excited about it."

The U.5. has outscored its opponents 11-1 behind Thatcher Demko {Vancouver Canucks) and Brandon Halversoen

(New York Rangers). Demko (0.48 GAA, .978 save percentage} backstopped wins against Finland (2-1 in a shootout)
and Stovakia {3-0).
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Ducks assign forward Heatley to Norfolk of AHL
Tuesday, 12.30.2014 / 2:55 PM / News
NHL.com

The Anaheim Ducks on Tuesday assigned forward Dany Heatley to their American Hockey League affiliate in Norfolk.

O L O T & U T e R T T L T T T e P T A L T o r.
SEGHCU LU G GHETYEal, LRI QUNILNaLL Y LT RAULRD Wil oy 2, Maaticy, 29, Wal SIUCHNCW UY o GIUIT Uty U
rmuch of the season. He didn't score a point in six games and was minus-3.

A two-time 50-goal scorer for the Ottawa Senators, Heatley has 372 goals and 791 points in 869 NHL games.
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Ducks send veteran scorer Dany Heatley to AHL

AP 8 pom EST December 369, 2104

ANAHEIM, Cailif. (AP} — Dany Heatley has been assigned to the Anaheim Ducks’ AHL affiliate in Norfolk after the veteran NHL goal-scorer cleared
waivers,

The biucks announced the move {uesday.
Heatley hagn't clicked with the NHL-leading Ducks, who signed him to a one-year, $1 miffion deal in the offseason.

Heatley is scoreless in six games with a minus-3 rating in Anaheim white faboring on the ice and struggiing with injuries, including a groin problem that
required surgery.

The Ducks are the fifth NHL team for Heatley, who had two B0-goal seascns with the Oftawa Senators during a career that began in 2001, He tumns 34
naxt month.

Heatley's minorteague assignment will affow him to work on returning to NHL fitness while the Ducks wait to see whether another team is interasted in
acquiring him.

Copyright 2014 The Associated Press. Al rights reserved. This material may not be published, hroadcast rewrifler or redistribited.
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Sabres Girgensons, 5 'Hawks lead NHL All-Star vote

AP 33 po EST December 30, 2014

NEW YORK (AP) - Five Chicago Blackbawks players and Buffalo Sabres forward Zemgus Girgensons are
poised to be selected by fans to play in the NHL AlStar Game at Columbus, Ghio, next month.

With two days left before voting closes, Girgensons maintains his overall lead with more than 1.48 milion, the
NHL announced Tuesday. A majority of the second-year player's votes are coming from his native Latvia.

Fans are allowed to vote using the same device up to 10 times a day.

{Fhoio The Associated Press)

in line for the final two forward spots are Chicago's Patrick Kane (1.07 million votes) and Jonathan Toews (1.06
milion). Pittsburgh's Sidney Crosby (704,782} is fourth.

Chicago's Duncan Kelth (1.04 mdilon} and Brent Seabrook (875,868) lead defensemen. Blackhawks' Corey Crawford leads goalies with 955 385 votes,
nearty 400,000 more than Montreal's Carey Price.

Copyright 2014 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewntien or redistributed.
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Wednesday, December 31, 2014

Report: Panthers sign Nick Bjugstad

ESPN.com news services

The Florida Panthers have signed center Nick Bjugstad to a six-year deal, according to a report Tuesday.

Bjugstad, who leads the Panthers with 13 goals this
season, will receive $4.1 million annually, the Miam
Herald reported, citing team sources,

He was scheduled to be a restricted free agent after this
season.

The 22-year-old Bjugstad scored the Panthers' lone goal in
a 2-1 shootout loss to Montreal on Tuesday night. He also
has eight assists, giving him 21 points this season, and 94
shotg on goal.

. . ) Nick Bjugstad {27) led the Panthers in scoring with 38
As a rookie last season, Bjugstad had 16 goals and 38 paints as a rockie last season.

points to jead the Panthers i1 scoring.
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Year in review: 14 most memorable people of 2014

Wednesday, 12.31.2014 / 3:00 AM / NHL Insider
By Dan Rosen - NHL.com Senior Writer

There were unforgettable events and memorable moments across the hockey world in 2014, from "The Big House" to
Bolshoy Ice Dome, New York to Los Angeles, Montreal to Boston, Toronto, Chicago, and so many other places.

Here are the 14 people who were front and center in those events, seemingly ordinary people doing extraordinary
things, making them the most memorable people in the hockey world in 2014:

Sidney Crosby, Pittsburgh Penguins/Canada

Crosby had the best year for a player who didn't win the Staniey Cup, or even get past the second round in the
Stanley Cup Playoffs.

He captained Canada to a gold medal at the 2014 Sochi Olympics, waiting until the most important moment of the
tournament, the gold-medal game, to make his biggest imprint. Crosby scored the goal that gave Canada a 2-0 lead
against Sweden, all but clinching their second straight Olympic gold.

He cleaned up at the 2014 NHL Awards show by taking home the Hart Trophy, Ted Lindsay Award and the Art Ross
Trophy for leading the League with 104 points, 17 more than anybody else. He received 128 of a possible 137
first-place votes for the Hart Trophy.

The playoffs did not go as planned for Crosby as he and the Penguins were knocked out by the New York Rangers in
the Eastern Conference Second Round. Crosby was limited to one goal in 13 playoff games, but it was revealed later
that he was playing with a wrist injury, Crosby refused to use the injury as an excuse.

He started the 2014-15 season on fire with nine points in the first four games. His production has waned as the
Penguins’ injuries have mounted, but Crosby still has 38 points in 33 games.

Jean Beliveau, Montreal Canadiens

Beliveau was revered across the NHL for decades because of his poise, charisma, class and ability to lead and win.
His name is on the Stanley Cup a record 17 fimes -- 10 times as a player for the Montreal Canadiens and seven more
times as a Canadiens executive.

He captured the attention and commanded the respect of the hockey community in death as much as he did in life.
Bellveau's death Dec. 2 af the age of 83 prompted a state of international mourning throughout the hockey
community.

His funeral Dec, 10 at Mary Queen of the World Cathedral in Montreal was a national event in Canada attended by
numercous dignitaries, including the current prime minister, two former prime ministers, the Quebec premier, the
mayor of Montreal and 40-50 former teammates, many who have been inducted into the Hockey Hall of Fame.

An estimated 1,500 people were inside the cathedral with countless more watching on video monitors outside. The
Canadiens honored Beliveau by placing his No. 4 over his customary seat in Bell Centre, a seat that will remain
empty for the remainder of the season,

Brendan Shanahan, Toronto Maple Leafs

A 600-goal scorer, three-time Stantey Cup champion turned League disciplinarian, Shanahan teft his job in charge of
the NHL Department of Player Safety to run the Toronto Maple Leafs as president and alternate governor, bringing his
cachet and high profile to a position at the top of the NHL's most talked about and publicized team in the League's
biggest market.

Shanahan left behind a department he helped build at the NHL to go to a team he grew up rooting for as a kid from
the Toronto suburb of Mimico, Ontario. He has made progressive changes, implementing an analytics departmeant run
by 28-year-old assistant general manager Kyle Dubas, who Shanahan hired in July,

Anze Kopitar, Los Angeles Kings/Slovenia

Reaching the quarterfinals at the Olympics was to Slovenia what winning the Stanley Cup was to the Kings in 2014.
Kopitar helped fuel both achievements.

He was the face of Siovenia's stunning story of success in the Olympics.

Slovenia never had played in the men's Clympic ice hockey tournament before gualifying to compete in Sochi, but
they quickly turned into ane of the best stories of the event.

Slovenia lost 5-2 to Russia in its first game but stunned Slovakia 3-1 in its second game of the preliminary round. It
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fost 5-1 to the United States but beat Austria 4-0 in the gualification round to advance to the guarterfinals, where
Siovenia lost 3-0 to Sweden,

Months later Kopitar was one of the faces of the Kings' historic championship run. He finished the Stanley Cup
Playoffs as the leading scorer with 26 points in 26 games, going head to head and winning batties against some of
the other top centers in the League, such as Jee Thornton, Ryan Getzlaf and Jonathan Toews,

Mike Babcock, Detroit Red Wings/Canada

Babcock's year started at Michigan Stadium in the 2014 Bridgestone NHL Winter Classic. His presence in the natinnal
spotiight only grew at the Olympics in Sochi, where for the second consecutive time he coached Canada to a goid
medal,

Babcock's approach in Sochf was to win from the goal out. No team was as stingy as Canada, which aliowed three
goals in six games en route to winning the gold medal,

Babcock then got the injury-riddied and young Red Wings into the playoffs for 2 23rd consecutive season. Detreit
had 418 man-games lost last season, second in the League behind the Pittsburgh Penguins. Babcock finished second
in the voting for the Jack Adams Award.

Since last season Babcock's contract with the Red Wings has been a hot topic. He is coaching in the final year of his
contract and there is all kinds of speculation about his future, whether he will re-sign with the Red Wings or become
a free agent.

Babcock also won his 500th game this season, He reached the milestone in 885 games, second all-time to Scotty
Bowman (825). And the Red Wings are on target for a3 24th consecutive playoff berth,

Alec Martinez, Los Angeles Kings

Martinez scored arguably the two most important goals in the 2014 Stanley Cup Playoffs. He scored them both in
overtime, adding to the drama of a year he and the Kings never will forget.

Martinez capped the Wastern Conference Final against the Chicago Blackhawks by scoring the series-clinching goal
on & wrist shot from the point through traffic and off a deflection 5:47 into overtime of Game 7 at United Center
(WATCH)é.

He didn't score again until he dinched the Kings second Stanley Cup championship in three years with his rebound
goal off a 3-on-2 rush at 14:43 of the second overtime in Game 5 against the New York Rangers.

Martinez finished the playoffs tied for seventh on the Kings in goals {five) and tied for 11th in points (10) while
playing the 10th-most minutes {432:09). It was an otherwise average postseason for a depth defenseman, but he
made it unforgettable with two timely goals,

He did encugh to earn a raise from the Kings in the form of a six-year, $24 million contract extension he signad in
early Decemnber. Martinez has been making $1.1 million per season on a two-year contract that will expire at the end
of this season.
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Dean Lombardi, Los Angeles Kings

Lombardi's roster once again was good enough to win the Stanley Cup, Los Angeles' second In three seasons. And
just like he did during the 2011-12 season, when the Kings won their first S5tanley Cup, Lombardi, the Kings general
manager, pulled off an impactful in-season trade.

He acquired Marian Gaborik from the Columbus Blue Jackets for Matt Frattin and two draft picks on March 5. Gaborik
teamed with Kopitar to form one of the best one-two combinations in the League during the playoffs,

Gaborik led the playoffs with 14 goals, including six against the Ducks in the second round. Lombardi signed Gaborik
to a seven-year contract June 25, less than & week before he could become an unrestricted free agent.

P.K. Subban, Montreal Canadiens/Canada

Subban didn't win any individual awards and he was a bit player for Canada in the Olympics, but his profile as the
NHL's teading crossover superstar with appeal among fans of hockey, entertainment and fashion alike grew by leaps
ard bounds.

Subban's glitz and personality was on full display at the 2014 NHL Awards show, where he wore an orange suit while
working the red carpet for NHL Network. Most of the NML stars there wore black, blue or gray,

The average ALS Ice Bucket Challenge video from NHL players involved a small bucket of water and a smartphone;
Subban's featured g dump truck full of ice water and a live television shoot on a morning talk show in Toronto.

He was seen interviewing his peers and Hollywood stars, mingling in the fashion world, snapping photos with
basketball legend Magic Johnson and dining with tennis champion Novak Diokovic. But Subban's play on the ice
equally was as impressive and appealing.

Subban had 53 points in 82 games in 2013-14 and helped the Canadiens reach the Eastern Conference Final. He
signed an eight-year, $72 million contract extension in early August and has started this season where he left off,
with 23 points through his first 36 games.

Patrick Roy, Colorado Avalanche

Roy put himself and the Avalanche back on the map with a remarkable 2013-14 season. Colorado finished with 112
points to win the Central Division after finishing 29th in the League standings and earning the No. 1 pick in the 2013
NHL Draft the prior season.

The Avalanche lost a heartbreaking seven-game series to the Minnesota Wild in the Western Conference First Round,

but Roy was named the Jack Adams Award winner as NHL coach of the vear in June. Roy received 68 of 85 first-place
votes, was named on 89 baliots and had 399 voting points, 236 meore than Babcock.
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Dan Craig, NHL

Craig, the NHL Facilities Operations Director, had one of the most stressful years of anybody in the game. He was in
charge of bullding five rinks for games In six non-NHL venues, one of which was In Scuthern California.

The lLeague went big in 2014 with the Bridgestone NHL Winter Classic at Michigan Stadium, the Tim Hortons Heritage
Classic at BC Place in Vancouver, and four Coors Light NHL Stadium Series games at Yankee Stadium {two), Dodger
Stadium and Soldier Field. Craig was in charge of the rink build and the ice at all of them, and they played to rave
reviews,

In between all of that Craig had to oversee the 30 normal rinks in the NHL as part of his regular job. He's currently at
Nationals Park in Washington putting the final touches on the rink for the 2015 Bridgestone NHL Winter Classic on
Thursday.

Connor McDavid and Jack Eichel

When was the last time two prospects from different countries caught the attention and were guaranteed to be the
top two picks at the upcoming NHL draft the way Canadian center Connor McDavid and American center Jack Eichel
have this year?

Mcbavid and Eichel have captured the imagination of fans of struggling teams such as the Edmonton Oilers, Carofina
Hurricanes and Buffalo Sabres, They are considered franchise-changing prospects, and they'li only get bigger in
2015,

It can be argued that there haven't been two prospects as highly touted as them in the same draft since Russians
Alex Ovechkin and Evgeni Malkin in 2004,

Henrik Lundqvist, New York Rangers/Sweden

Lundgvist led the Rangers to the Stanley Cup Final and Sweden into the gold-medal game at the Olympics. He didn't
win the Cup or the gold medal, but he wasn't at fault for either loss.

He had & 927 save percentage and 2.14 goals-against average in 25 playoff games, inciuding a .923 save
percentage and 2.46 GAA In the Cup Final against the Kings. He had a 1.50 GAA and .943 save percentage in the
Olympics. Sweden lost 3-0 to Canada in the gold-medal game.

Lundgvist also became the Rangers' all-time leader in wins {325) and shutouts {55) in 2014.
Shannon Szabados, Canada

Szabados led Canada to its fourth consecutive Olympic women's hockey gold medat by allowing three goals on 62
shots in her three games in Sochi. She finished with a 0.96 GAA and .954 save percentage. She made 27 saves in
Canada’s 3-2 overlime win against the United States in the gold-medal game,

She also became a groundbreaker for women's hockey by signing with the Columbus Cottonmouths of the Southern
Professional Hockey League on March 7. She became the first female goalie to win an SPHL game Nov. 21, when she
made 34 saves in a 5-4 win against the Fayetteviile FireAntz.

According to the SPHL, Szabados became the first female plaver In history o win a olaver of the week award in a
men's professionat hockey league when she was honored by the SPHL on Dec. 2 for going 2-0 with a2 1.49 GAA and
963 save percentage. This season she has five wins, 2 3.28 GAA and 907 save percentage in nine games.
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George Stromboulopoulos, Sportsnet

Stromboufopoulos replaced Ron Maclean as the host of "Hockey Night in Canada" this season, making him the new
face of hockey in Canada as Sportsnet took over the Canadian national broadcast rights.

The acclaimed talk show host has brought his unique interviewing style and national fellowing, including nearly
600,000 followers on Twitter, to anchor Sportsnet's coverage of the NHL.
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Red Wings put D Jakub Kindl on injured list

AP 036 pon, EST December 30, 2004

DETROIT (AP} — The Detroit Red Wings have put defenseman Jakub Kindt on the injured fist because of an ethow probiem.
Detroit recalied defenseman Xavier Oueflet from Grand Rapids of the AHL on Tuesday.

Oueliet has played in nine garmes this season with the Red Wings, recording his first NHL point on Nov, 22 at Torento. He scored his first NHL goat six
days later at New Jersey. He has eight points in 21 games with Grand Rapids.

The Red Wings host New Jersey on Wednesday night.

Copyright 2014 The Associated Press. Al rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewrilten or redistributed.
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Blue Jackets place Atkinson on injured list

AP 227 pom EST Decepdsr N1 20014

COLUMBUS, Ohic (AP) — The Columbus Blue Jackets have placed right wing Cam Atkinson on injured reserve retroactive to Dec. 27 and recalied
center Sean Collins from their American Hockey League affiliate in Sprngfield. Massachusetts.

Atkinson sustained an upper-body injury Saturday against Boston and is expecied to miss a week or two. He had sight goals and six assists in 33 games
with the Blue Jackets this season.

Coliing was scoreless in two games with Columbus earliar this season. He has 10 goals and nine assists in 28 games at Springfieid.

Copyright 2014 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may nof be published, broadcast, rewrittan or redistribufed.
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15 in '15: NJ sports fans' wish list for the new year

Loading Photo Galiery

Steve Politi | N3 Advance Media for NJ.Ccom By Steve Politi | NJ Advance Media for NJ.com
Email the author | Follow on Twitter

on December 31, 2014 at 6:00 AM, updated December 31, 2014 at 7:06 AM

Let's start here: 2015 has to be a better sports year than 2014, Right?
Right??

Please say it does, because 2014 was kind of the pits. Oh, there were notable exceptions, including the eight wins
for the Rutgers football team in the inaugural Big Ten season and the Rangers' fun run to the Stantey Cup Finals,

But mostly ...

We had two baseball teams miss the postseason, and two football tearms miss the postseason, and one hockey
team miss the postseason. We had the best pitcher on both the Mets and Yankees roster sidelined with serious
arm issues, And while it sure was great watching Derek Jeter get that walkoff hit to end his career at Yankee

Stadium, it just means we'll never see him play again.

Oh, and then there the scandals, from the Ray Rice affair to the Sayreville hazing arrests, it just seemed like

there was always something bad in the sports pages.

Well, let's try to forget all that now. The calendar finally turns to 2015, and here’s hoping cur yvear comes up with

more Odell Beckham Jr. miracle catches and fewer moments like a broken Victor Cruz screaming on the turf,

So scroff through the gallery above to see the 15 wishes for New lersey sports fans in 2015, Happy New Year,

everyone. It has to be hetter. Right?

Mobile users please click here to view the complete gallery.
Steve Politi may be reached at spoliti@njadvancemedia.com. Follow him on Twitter @StevePoliti. Find

Ni.com on Facebook.

© 2014 Nl.com. All rights reserved.
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Rams fall to St. Joseph (Met))

By L) CONRAD

WAYNE — For the first fime
since December 2011, Ramsey
hockey is in the midst of a losing
streak after its second straight loss
Tuesday night, as the Rams were
shut out, 1-0, for the second time
in as many nights.

With the visible frustration lev-
els mounting with each scoreless
shift - and the time without a goal
now sitting at 102 minutes and 39
seconds - Ramsey fell o St
Joseph (Metuchers, 1-0, inthe lce
Vault Holiday towrnament fnale.

Like in the Rams’ 1-0 loss to
Morristown on Monday, the Rams
had ample opportunities to find
the net.

Though s stifl [ecember,
Ramsey's inability {0 score agamst
its upper-echelon opponents has
hecome an area of concern in the
past two games.

“We're starting to feel s hitte
snafke-bit,” Ramsey coach Bob Toy
said. “We've got to start finding

ICE HOCKEY

ways to get the puck to the front of
the net with tougher support. We're
not getting there with enough deter-
mination right now to create sec-
ond and third scoring chances.”

Ramsey and 8t Joseph both
went scoreless i the first 15 min-
wies, with the Falcons (8-1) out-
shooting the Rams, 9-8, in the
opentng period.

Ramsey controfled play in the
second period, even while fghting
off two penalties, and generated
arguably its best look of the night
on a 2-on- 1 with Alex Whelan and
Mick Botta, thgugh Botta’s shot -
off a picture-perfect pass from
Whelan ~ ricocheted hard off the
night post.

Minutes later, Ramsey surrer-
dered the game’s lone goal, when
Reece Young got one past Rams
gualie Tyler Harmaon to put the
Falcons up, 1-0, with 426 to go in
the periad,



